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“Where Meek Souls Will Receive 
Him Still—” 
By Paul Gerrard Jackson 


66 EHOLD, a Babe in Bethlehem laid, 
A Saviour, Christ the Lord!” 
The trembling shepherds, sore afraid, 
First heard the wondrous word; 
Then from a bright celestial throng 
Of angels making mirth, 
Burst on astonished ears the song 
Of peace, good will on earth. 


But cruel kings have mocked the song 
With tyranny and strife 

These weary ages! Lord, how long 
This holocaust of life? 

Vainly for peace the nations plan 
That drench with blood their sod; 

Ah, costliest of all that ran, 
Blood of the Son of God! 


Yet there where sin did so abound 
God’s grace abounded more! 

His gift of PEACE may still be found 
By humble hearts and poor: 

For JOY grew up in Nazareth, 
LOVE reigned on Calvary, 

And these the Lord of life and death 
Giveth to you and me. 


Pray on Watch Night! 


As another year draws to a close, 
the condition of the world is a challenge 
to earnest prayer. The Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League of Chicago has again 
issued an attractive leaflet to help pas- 
tors in preparing for their Watch Night 


services, on Tuesday evening, December 
31. “On December 31, 1739, John Wes- 
ley, George Whitefield, and sixty of their 
brethren met at Fetter Lane Chapel, in 
London, to pray for a spiritual awaken- 
ing. ... In that epochal hour of church 
history, the Great Awakening was 
born.” The floods of'evil were held back 
and England was spared the woes of 
the French Revolution. “When the bells 
of this New Year ringf will you, and 
other keen members of your church be 
on your knees asking the God of the 
Great Awakening to give again seasons 
of refreshing? Will you as a watchman 
on the ‘walls ‘of Zion,’ be calling upon 
the Lord for a new mighty work of His 
convicting, converting Spirit?” The 
writer of:the leaflet points Sut that “the 
size of the Watch Night meeting is not 
all-important,” but that “the character 
of the Watch Night meeting should be 
right. It should be mainly for prayer, 
and prayers should have the revival ob- 
jective. ... Have moments of relaxation 
between groups of prayers, and never, 


never make the mistake of talking about 
prayer and not praying. Have real 
prayer for definite, necessary objects. 
The leaflet also deals with such very 
practical things as time, place, order, 
and even ventilation; and makes good 
suggestions on the questions, “What 
about refreshments?” and “What about 
the collection?” The Call to Prayer con- 
cludes: “We appeal to every pastor and 
earnest officers and members of the 
churches, to take this Call seriously. A 
great spiritual awakening is needed. 
The people to promote it are Christian 
leaders. On this Watch Night, give God 
His chance to newly bless your church, 
by asking for revival blessing. When 
the bells of Watch Night ring in 1947 
may that blessing, like a river from the 
heavenly sanctuary spread over your 
congregation and community, and out 
into the world.” (The leaflet may be 
had free from the Great Commission 
Prayer League, Ernest M. Wadsworth, 
D.D., director, 808 N. LaSalle St., Chi- 
cago 10.) 


“Lift Up Your Heads” 


TRANGE though it may seem, there 
are many true Christians who are 
afraid to be happy. Such are rest- 

ing on Christ for salvation—or they 
would not be true Christians — but they 
dare not launch out on the promises of 
God; little though they suspect it, the 
trouble is unbelief. The same God who 
in Romans 8:1 says there is no condem- 
nation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
says that such are joint-heirs with 
Christ. How many let their hearts be- 
lieve that? For other Christians, yes, 
but not for themselves. Yet the whole 
of the chapter is meant for the whole 
family and every member of it; and un- 
belief cheats souls of their birthright 
and robs God of His glory in giving. 


Paul writes, “I reckon ...” It is 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Jesus saith unto her, Said I not 
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest see the 

glory of God?” (John 11:40.) 














worth while to pause and do some 
reckoning; maybe the result will be the 
transformation of a life. 


What did Paul reckcn, calculate, 


count? He writes not of speculation but 
of experience. Did he know anything 
of suffering? The catalogue of his perils 
and endurance given in 2 Corinthians 
11 is amazing in its variety and extent, 
but not long after he calmly wrote, “I 
reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us.” 

Moses reckoned on the same lines in 
Egypt—the reproach of Christ out- 
weighed the treasures of Egypt. Even 
the reproach of Christ—not His con- 
solations! Peter corroborates this when 
he refers to the fiery trial and the glad- 
ness to follow with exceeding joy. 

A lifetime of trial is the lot of many 
a child of God, and how many kinds of 
trial there are: physical, mental, circum- 
stantial, disappointments, reproaches! 
Add them up, and the eye of faith sees 
the sum total is incomparable to the 
glory to follow. This explains many a 
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pilgrim’s experiences, so misunderstood 
by the worldling who says, “Why does 
such a good man \érewoman) suffer 
like that?” We mustiwait, and when 
the waiting time is over, when patience 
has had her perfect work, the Lord will 
not only vindicate His children, but His 
own ways with them, to the praise of 
His glory forever. 

A working man’s wife developed can- 
cer and was tenderly nursed by her sis- 
ter and a friend for months. When the 
end was approaching and the suffering 
was terrible, she looked up at a visitor 
and just managed to say, “Oh, Miss, five 
minutes of Heaven will make up for all 
this, won’t it?” But we need to remem- 
ber ‘that suffering endured is not in 
itself a qualification for glory. Some 
people seem to imagine that if only they 
suffer enough they will have a counter- 
balancing “good time” to make up for it. 
But those who are strangers to God’s 
grace and do-not, therefore, suffer with 
Christ, cannot count on His glory —no 
grace, no, glory! 

But the glory that awaits the child of 
God is stupendous —it is joint-heirship 
with Christ. He is heir of all things, 
the One to whom the Father has given 
all that He has; and as Rebekah on her 
trail over the desert listened to Eliezer, 
his converse was of Isaac and the de- 


light of being his bride. All her atten- 


tion was focussed on Isaac, not on the 
faithful guardian of her journey, even 
as the Holy Spirit’s witness is of Christ, 
not of Himself. 


The “glory that excelleth” is exalta- 
tion, participation, perfection of joy, yes, 
and of capacity. It is a far more ex- 
ceeding glory, an eternal weight of glory, 
a glory .only a renewed nature could 
enjoy or appreciate at all. It is not of 
earth, but of Heaven in its origin and 
its sphere. We get only glimpses of it 
yet, but it will surely be fully revealed 
in due.time. Even the creation of God 
waits for the manifestation of the sons 
of God; now they are hidden, waiting, 
even “groaning”; but when He comes 
for whom we wait, that will forever be 
over and the sons of God will be mani- 
fested. Who are these “sons of God”? 
Saved sinners, redeemed sinners, some 
still on earth, some waiting “with Christ; 
which is far better,” better even than 
serving Him on earth! Then it must 
be good to be with Him even now. What 
a comfort for those who have seen their 
dear ones off to Glory! And yet even 
now these wait in perfect rest and peace 
for the “manifestation in glory,” when 
there Will be no more sin, pain, curse, 
trial, doubts, fears, groans. 

Let us lift up our heads and, as some- 
one has expressed it, “have a believing 
time,” setting to our seal that God is 
true who says that as we have borne 


the image of the earthy we shall also 


bear the image of the heavenly, and the 
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Lord “shall see of the travail of his soul, 
and shall be satisfied.” 

He is eagerly looking forward to the 
hour of His gathering His own round 
Him in the clouds, preliminary to com- 
ing with them to clear away scan- 
dals from the earth and reign in right- 
eousness. Then shall creation be freed 
from its servitude. It is not now as God 
made it, but is expecting earnestly the 
hour of its emancipation. This is be- 
yond our comprehension, but we shall 
see it. The chapter that opened with 
“no condemnation” ends with “no sep- 
aration.” There are three “who’s” as a 
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challenge from God to all powers hostile 
to believers: 

“WHO shall lay anything to the charge 
of God's elect?” God justifies, and that 
clears all charges against them. 

“WHO is he that condemneth?” Why, 
Christ died, rose, ascended, and is in- 
terceding even now! 

“WHO shall separate us from the love 
of Christ?” The answer rings down the 
ages with a shout of triumph! Let the 
trembling saints read it till they, too, 


, Shout in triumphant anticipation of the 


hour of the Lord’s visible victory over 
all foes—for the time is not far off! 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Almost in Despair 


I have been a Christian for several 
years, and have no doubts as to my 
salvation — God’s Word is the author- 
ity. But that I have ever had a genu- 
ine manifestation of the witness of the 
Spirit I cannot truthfully state. There 
is lacking in my heart and life a real- 
ity which I know I should possess. 

t spontaneity which I see in sur- 
rendered Christians, and know to be 
real, the outliving of an indwelling 
Christ, is¢completely lacking in me. 
And that not for want of surrender, 
complete and entire, to the limit of 
a4 ability to make such a surrender. 
I have confessed every known sin time 
and time again; I have sought God’s 

ess in my life, by His Spirit; 
looked to Him for victory — but noth- 
ing but defeat. 

There’s an awful deadness in me, and 
I know little or nothing of the con- 
straining love of Christ which I lon 
to possess, I am attending Bible school, 
and am an accepted candidate for the 
mission field. od has given me the 

rivilege of leading men to a saving 
owledge of Himself. And to give 
pio he es for Him is my only desire 
and ambition in life. But in place of 
joy, freedom, liberty, there is lack of 
joy, pressure, bondage, defeat. 

Unconfessed sin is not the reason, 
and I am completely at a loss to know 
of any other reason. The only thing 
that keeps me going is the knowledge 
that God is true and Christ is’ my 
Saviour and able to save others; but 
oh, for the love of Christ consciously 
filling my heart and life, and that joy- 
ful spontaneity which has never been 
mine—and that irrepressible drive 
and passion for souls, for Christ’s sake. 

I might add that I have been most 
of my life a victim of introspection — 
very serious minded, and have always 
found greet difficulty in ——— and 
associating with other people—A 
reader. 


To this troubled reader the Editor 
wrote, in part, as follows: 

I have found great help in such pas- 
sages as Hebrews 12:2, “Looking unto 
Jesus,” and Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee.” I have thought much of this last 
one lately, and have realized that this 
promises peace only as our minds are 
stayed on Him. This accords with Philip- 
pians 4:7, where “the peace of God” is 


promised to us as “in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiv- 
ing” we let our’ “requests be made 
known unto God.” 

As far as I can judge at this distance, 
one of the main causes of your discour- 
agement and defeat is that you con- 
stantly look in at yourself and not up 
to the Lord Jesus. Though the prin- 
ciples of victory in the Christian life 
have been stated in different ways by, 
the servants of God down through the 
centuries, yet everyone I have ever 
known or read about has had to look 
away to Him, for forgiveness of sins and 
overcoming power in this life. You can 
best do this by reading and meditating 
upon tue Word of God. It is the sword 
of the Spirit, and there is great power 
in it. You remember that when our 
Lord Jesus was sorely tempted in the 
desert, along the three lines upon which 
we are tempted, He used only the Word 
of God each time in combatting the 
Devil. After He had quoted it three 
times, the Devil “departed from him 
for a season.” I think you need to rest 
upon the Word of God more continually 
than you have done—even hour by 
hour and moment by moment. Take one 
of His promises, read it, and say it over 
and over until it is burned into your 
heart, and then stand upon it. “He is 
faithful that promised.” 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of Dr. 
Trumbull’s remarkable message, “The 
Life That Wins.”1 Perhaps you have 
read it, but I suggest you read it again. 
This is a simple testimony and a clear 
exposition of how to live a life of vic- 
tory. It has had a tremendous circula- 
tion, and been a blessing to countless 
thousands. 

It is vitally important that you give 
time every day to personal Bible study 
and prayer. George Mueller made it a 


practice to read the Word first, and then - 


he found that he was stimulated to 
prayer. You cannot expect peace and 





1The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5; 2 cents each; 20 cents a 
dozen; $1.50 per hundred, post paid. 


(Continued on page 1169) 
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A New Heresy in the Christian Church 


The subtle danger of Barthianism 
By WILLIAM H. CHISHOLM, M.D., F.1.C.S., 


Christian Church in our day. And 
it has come in the guise of an 
angel of light. That heresy is Barthian- 
ism. It has made its advance almost 
imperceptibly, and to a great extent 
under the cover of orthodox terminology. 
To see how extensively and tragically 
this pernicious dectrine has invaded the 
theological thinking of our time, we 
need but read the statement of Dr. John 
MacKay, president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. Writing in Theology 
Today, April, 1944, of which he is the 
editor, Dr. MacKay declared: 


“A new theological springtime broke 
upon the world from the Swiss moun- 
tains in 1918. Summer is still far away. 
But God spoke at that time through an 
Alpine village pastor. The history of 
religion and civilization during the last 
quarter of a century has given increas- 
ing significance to ‘the strange new 
world within the Bible’ which was then 
rediscovered.” 


Not only does Dr. MacKay welcome 
such a movement, but he rejoices in its 
rise in this country. He says in “A 
Preface to Christian Theology” (p. 22): 
“The so-called Barthian movement, it is 
no exaggeration to say, has been the 
greatest single influence in Christian 
thought in recent decades. This move- 
ment has done much to rehabilitate the- 
ology in the Christian Church.” 


Not the Word of God? 


But what are the teachings of Barth- 
ianism? This may be seen from the 
writings and statements of its distin- 
guished exponents. Writing in Theology 
Today, July, 1946 (p. 161), John Newton 
Thomas discusses the teachings of the 
founder of this cult, Karl Barth. Mr. 
Thomas says in regard to Barth’s teach- 
ing: “The distinction between the Word 
of God and the words of Scripture so 
drastically drawn by Barth in his early 
writings has received only superficial 
modifications in his more recent works. 
... The revealed truth of God is there- 
fore not contained in the words of the 
Bible.” Then Mr. Thomas quotes Barth: 
“In the one case Deus dizit, in the other 
Paulus dixit. These are two different 
things.” ‘ 

One of the leading followers of Barth 
is Dr. Emil Brunner. He is quoted also 
by Mr. Thomas in Theology Today (p. 
162): “Hence the word of Scripture is 
not in itself the word of God but of 
man.” 


A NEW heresy has entered the 


and HAROLD STIGERS 


Several weeks ago Prof. Emil Brun- 
ner, on a visit from Switzerland to 
this. country, gave an address at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. A 
number who were there made care- 
ful notes, which, in part, form the 
basis of this article by Dr. Chisholm, 
medical missionary and _ recently 
elected Fellow of the International 
College of Surgeons, and Mr. Stigers, 
a pastor. Perhaps one of the most 
shocking statements made by Dr. 
Brunner, which is not included in 
this article, was this: “Though the 
historical criticism has made a sham- 
bles of the Gospel, in the records 
we have enough bits of the truth 
so that one, reading our records, can 
still find the historical Jesus.” What 
would the brave Covenanters of 
Scotland, who gave their lives for 
true Presbyterianism 300 years ago, 
think of such language as this at a 
Presbyterian seminary? What would 
the professors of fifty years ago 
think of it? Here is a real chal- 
lenge to all those in the Presbyterian 
Church who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His infallible Word. 








On October 10, 1946, Dr. Brunner spoke 
to perhaps three hundred students in 
Princeton Seminary. In introducing him, 
Dr. MacKay deelared that Dr. Brunner 
had, some time before, seriously consid- 
ered accepting a position on the faculty 
of Princeton Seminary. To these future 
ministers Dr. Brunner declared strange 
doctrines. According to several of those 
present who took notes he declared: 

“The Bible contains a lot of state- 
ments of facts, of ethics, and of doctrine 
that are in contradiction to knowledge 
we have gained otherwise . . . there can 
be no harmony of the Gospels. That 
is bunk, dishonesty.” 

He also is quoted as saying, “I read 
great portions of the Bible that do not 
speak to me and they are not the Word 
of God”; and again, “Historical revela- 
tion can never be certain but conditional 

. whether we believe in historical 
revelation is dependent upon whether 
the historical revelation causes us to 
respond or not.” 


A young student present challenged 
Dr. Brunner when he said, “The Bible 
has no answer to [the problem of] the 
origin of the devil,” by referring to 
the passages in Isaiah and Ezekiel about 
Lucifer. Dr. Brunner is quoted as hav- 
ing said that “these passages do not 
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refer to Lucifer. ... there is no Lucifer 
in the Bible; that account concerns Baby- 
lon and Tyre.” The young man then 
referred to Jude. “Jude!” Dr. Brunner 
frowned. “That’s on the fringe of the 
Bible.” According to some taking notes, 
he stated that he felt that Second Peter 
and Jude, Hebrews, the Song of Solo- 
mon, and possibly John’s Gospel had 
no place in the sacred canon at all. 

One of the young men who attended 
the lecture and took notes inquired as 
to who the young man was who chal- 
lenged Dr. Brunner in his teaching about 
the Devil. 

“Oh, he’s only a new student. He'll 
get straightened out after awhile,” was 
the reply from an upper classman. 

We do not agree with Dr. MacKay 
that this new cult has brought spring- 
time to the world. We notice that in it 
the premises of the higher criticism are 
generally accepted. We are convinced 
that basically it was the rejection of 
the words of Holy Scripture as the iner- 
rant Word of God that brought such ruin 
and devastation upon Germany. 


Literal Accuracy Rejected 


We note that these Barthians are 
pretty much agreed in one thing, namely, 
that they reject the literal accuracy of 
the Bible. In Theology Today, July, 1944, 
Dr. MacKay, in referring to Dr. Reinhold 
Niebuhr, professor in Union Seminary, 
New York, says: 

“When Niebuhr delivered the sub- 
stance of these two volumes [‘The Nature 
and Destiny of Man’), as the Gifford 
Lectures in the University of Edinburgh, 
the report from the Scottish capital was 
that not since the days when William 
James gave his ‘Varieties of Religious 
Experience’ had a Gifford lecturer made 
such a profound impression, nor had 
drawn such large and enthusiastic audi- 
ences.” 

In his “Nature and Destiny of Man,” 
Dr. Niebuhr says: “The problem of the 
relation of man’s essential nature to his 
sinful state unfortunately has been con- 
fused in the history of Christian thought 
by ... the literalistic error of insisting 
upon the Fall as an historical event” 
(Vol, I, p. 267). 

“When the Fall is made an event in 
history rather than a symbol of an as- 
pect of every historical moment in the 
life of man, the relation of evil to good- 
ness in that moment is obscured” (Vol. 
I, p. 269). 

“The disavowal of the historical-liter- 
alistic illusion, which places the original 
perfection of man in a period before an 
historical fall, thus clarifies and corrects. 
both Catholic and Protestant thought” 
(Vol, I, p. 276). 

Dr. Otto Piper, professor of New Tes- 
tament in Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, writes in “God in History” (p. 62). 

“It is not possible, however, to estab- 
lish harmony between the records of 
Genesis 3 to 11 on the one hand, and 
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pre-historical discoveries on the other, 
unless it is fully recognized that history, 
as recorded in the Bible, because of its 
connection with the spiritual world dif- 
fers fundamentally from the kind of his- 
tory related by secular historians.” 

Here is evidence that Barthianism is 
in complete opposition to the Word of 
God, the Bible. If we disavow the his- 
torical fact of the Fall, we deny the 
whole teaching of the Scriptures as to 
the origin of sin. Thus the Biblical 
record of Adam’s sin and its teaching 
concerning our subsequent sinful state 
are entirely denied. A false view of sin 
and its origin naturally leads to a false 
view of Christ and salvation. 

Not only do Barthians deny the Fall 
in the sense in which it is presented by 
the writers of the Bible and those who 
hold the historic faith, but they advance 
a new and revolutionary view of what 
the Word of God is. 

Dr. Piper writes in “God in History” 
(p. 142): 

“The truth of God is contained in the 
Bible; but Jesus showed that the Jews 
were mistaken when for this reason they 
identified the Bible with the word of 
God.” 

Again Dr. Piper in Theology Today, 
July, 1946 (p. 204), says: 

“For instance, how little does it mat- 
ter for our appreciation of the last 
twenty-seven chapters of the Book of 
Isaiah that in all probability they were 
not written by the prophet who* speaks 
in chapters 1-39 as long as we can be 
sure that God is speaking to us through 
them?” 

Dr. Homrighausen, professor of Chris- 
tian Education in Princeton Seminary, 
also writes in “Christianity in America” 
(p. 121). 

“Few intelligent Protestants can still 
hold to the idea that the Bible is an 
Infallible Book.” 

We question very much if the men 
who established the endowments under 
which Dr. Homrighausen draws his sal- 
ary would have agreed with him! 

This new, unbelieving attitude toward 
the Scriptures as the inerrant Word of 
God is further voiced by H. T. Kerr, Jr., 
one of the associate editors of Theology 
Today in the July, 1946, number of the 
Princeton Seminary magazine. He says 
(p. 151ff.): 

“The crisis at the moment is evidenced 
by the transition from an older, tradi- 
tional authority in terms of inerrancy 
and verbal infallibility to the current 
existential view [subjective] that the 
word of God is somehow within and yet 
apart from the words of the Bible.” 

The fallacy as well as the great wrong 
of this teaching at Princeton Seminary 
is at once evident to anyone who will 
search the Scriptures, as the Bereans 
did,.to find whether these things are so. 
The Scriptures teach that its words are 
the words of the Holy Ghost. The Apos- 
tle Paul says, “Which things also we 
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speak, not in the words which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13). The words 
of the Scriptures are the Word of God 
whether or not they meet with response 
in the human heart. The Apostle Paul, 
speaking to the unresponsive Jews, said, 
“Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias 
the prophet unto our fathers, saying, 
Go unto this people, and say, Hearing 
ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and not per- 
ceive; for the heart of this people is 
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes have they closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their heart, and should be con- 
verted, and I should heal them” (Acts 
28: 25-27). 

And again our Lord said in John 12: 
48, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth 
not my words, hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in the last day.” . 

Surely anyone who would say that 
only the words of Scripture which found 
a response in his heart were to him the 
Word of God is as the Apostle Paul puts 
it in 2 Corinthians 4:2, “handling the 
word of God deceitfully.” And such 
teaching given to the future generation 
of ministers will not bring springtime 
to our country, but only darkness and 
confusion. Whether the words of the 
Bible are the Word of God is not deter- 
mined by any response they may or may 
not produce in the minds and hearts of 
fallible men, for as the Psalmist declares, 
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled 
in heaven” (Psa. 119:89). 

Now this trifling with the words of 
the Bible, which are declared to be the 
words of the Holy Spirit, is something 
strange in this new Princeton. At the 
time of the reorganization of that Semi- 
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nary in 1929 we were assured that no 
doctrinal change was involved. Some 
of us remember the scholarly defense of 
the very words of Scripture by men of 
massive intellect, men of the highest 
scholarship Princeton Seminary has ever 
seen. The arguments of such men as 
Dr. Robert Dick. Wilson, Dr. B. B. War- 
field, and Dr. J. Gresham Machen still 
remain unanswered by the Modernists 
and the Barthians. One of us was con- 
versing with a recent seminary gradu- 
ate who had accepted the higher critical 
view that the Book of Daniel was writ- 
ten at the time of the Maccabees, or 
about 168 B.C. Although a graduate of 
Princeton, he seemed not to have heard 
of the arguments of Dr. Wilson in refu- 
tation of the critics, 

Dr. Wilson said that there was not a 
man living who knew enough to point 
out a single mistake in the Old Testa- 
ment. This was from a man who had 
“a background of more than thirty years 
of study and research, covering some 
forty-five languages and dialects,” in- 
cluding all the Semitic languages, such 
as Hebrew, Babylonian, Arabic, and the 
like, “and including an exhaustive study 
of the text, grammar, and vocabulary of 
the Old Testament.” Dr. Machen de- 
fended the inspiration of the very words 
of the Bible as the words of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Christian people should realize that 
there is but a short step from the denial 
of the Genesis account of the Fall of 
man, to’ the denial of the historical ac- 
count of the resurrection of Christ. If the 
account of the Fall of man is not histori- 
cally and literally true, but symbolic of 
something that only a Barthian can re- 
veai, then perhaps the same can be said 
of the resurrection of Christ. The Apos- 
tle Paul, however, declared the resur- 
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Frou Hosiesubel Ape to Vertical Man 


. Amazing structural changes demanded by 
evolution’s alieged alteration in the ape foot 


ONTINUING the study of the book, 

“Meet Your Ancestors,” by Roy 
Chapman Andrews, which was begun in 
the Tomes of October {9, and continued 
in the November 16 issue, it is interest- 
ing to note the series of radical changes 
that are said to have occurred during 
the six million years required for the 
completion of this astonishing evolu- 
tionary development from the horizontal 
to the vertical position. We are informed 
that the first departure from the original 
ape structure was in the foot of this 
pre-human stock. When the animals 
deserted the trees and made their 
epochal decision to live on the ground, 
where: locomotion would of necessity 
concern the feet rather than the hands, 
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being endowed with monumental skill 
and. constantly driven by the active de- 
veloping brain, laboriously they pro- 
ceeded to widen the heel and develop 
a plantar arch. That is, they made for 
themselves a broader base on which to 
rest their weight, and ceased to be flat- 
footed, by bringing about a startling 
change in the shape of the bones of 
the foot, and, in addition, altered the 
size, shape, and attachment of the liga- 
ments and muscles of the foot — truly 
an operation that would baffle the skill 
of the most eminent surgeon of our time. 
If you have any doubts about this, re- 
member that anything is possible to the 
evolutionary urge! 

Then we are informed that this new 
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foot “was a solid foundation for the 
highest achievements of organic evolu- 
tion. It ultimately produced an animal 
capable of dominating the world. It 
was responsible for all the extensive 
changes incident to the erect posture — 
for the rearrangement in the shape of 
the body, for the squaring of the shoul- 
ders and broadening of the pelvis, for 
readjustments in the position of heart 
and lungs, for new provisions in sup- 
porting the abdominal organs, for a re- 
ordering in the relation of the eyes to 
provide for binocular, stereoscopic 
vision, for the modifications in the neck 

. . [for] most effective head move- 
ments, for the freeing of the hands so 
that they might become constructive 
agents, and above all, for impressing 
upon brain structure the effects of these 
many progressive advantages.” This 
quotation is from Tilney’s “The Master 
of Destiny” (1933) and is found on page 
14 of “Meet Your Ancestors.” 


Wisdom and Skill Without Thinking 


Here then are nine remarkable 
changes for which alteration in the ape 
foot is said to be responsible. It must 
be remembered that this unusual Forest 
Ape planned all this, exhibiting super- 
human wisdom and foresight combined 
with a skill that certainly was never 
seen before or since; and the changes 
were made as a sort of surprise for the 
brain that apparently took no part in 
the job. Did the ape foot suggest to 
the brain that it must be altered, or 
did the brain issue commands to the 
foot explaining the necessity of the alter- 
ations if they were ever to extricate 
themselves from the animal rut in which 
they were then imprisoned? The author 
has told us that this is quite immaterial 
—either way is good’enough. So, do 
not try to solve the puzzle — “the result 
was what counted.” This official pro- 
nouncement has issued from the throne 
room — ask no questions! 


He says that “many other changes, too 
numerous to mention here, took place 
throughout the body.” It is not possible 
to discuss them ali, but I am interested 
mightily, in the superlatively skillful 
work which produced the “opposable 
thumb,” of good length and admirably 
adapted for special use, from a tiny stub 
that was the first toe of the ape, bring- 
ing to this animal an effective grasping 
organ. As he describes it: “A gorilla’s 
or chimp’s thumb cannot be turned in- 
ward to reach the other fingers,” and 
so a powerful muscle had to be invented 
for this purpose, after the too short digit 
was duly lengthened. Is it any wonder 
he does not attempt to tell us how this 
was done? 


And now I come to something really 
important—how our ancestor lost his 
tail! “The tail disappeared far back in 
their evolutionary history. Just why is 
not clear; probably because they habitu- 
ally sat on their rear ends.” Surely this 


must be the crowning climax of devel- 
opment —or is it catastrophe? May we 
ask where else than on their “rear ends” 
could our tired ancestors sit? They 
might have stood on their heads, but in 
that case, they would have lost a more 
important part of their anatomy, and the 
race would have been exterminated! 


How long did it take for this to hap- 
pen, and, if nothing happened to the 
tail during a few million years of sit- 
ting, what caused the destructive 
process? If the skin began to show signs 
of wear and tear after millions of years 
of being sat upon, one would think that 
the intelligence of our evolving ancestors 
would have enabled them to sit on some 
other portion of their anatomy. But 
apparently not. They just kept on sit- 
ting and sitting, although there must 
have been great pain and distress, as 
the hair and skin disappeared right 
down to the bone. Then, perhaps, the 
bone broke, or was amputated by some 
brilliant ape surgeon. This first tailless 
individual became the envy of the whole 
tribe, and then all wanted their tails 
removed. But there is an insurmount- 
able obstacle. Acquired characters can- 
not be transmitted, and thus the next 
generation would all be born with tails 
and the whole business would’ have to 
be repeated over and over again — but 
in the end nothing would be changed. 

When embryology is discussed, I shall 
have more to say about this disappear- 
ing tail. At this point, I pause to ask 
why evolution has permitted the tailed 
monkeys of the twentieth century to 
retain this caudal appendage. They sit 
on their “rear ends” with no serious re- 
sults. The mystery deepens into Stygian 
darkness when we make an honest effort 
to understand the weird explanation 
offered to us to explain tailless apes. 


Who Blundered? 


There’s another question we would 
like to ask, if it is in order. Why did 
apes evolve a tail in the first place if it 
Was not necessary or was an encum- 
brance that eventually had to be shed? 
Were they using the “trial and error” 
method? Did the mysterious “Power” 
that governs all evolutionary activities 
make a mistake? How long was it be- 
fore the structural blunder was discov- 
ered? Was the discovery due to the de- 
cision of one, or more apes? ‘ How did 
he, or they, make the discovery that 
the tail was a useléss appendage? Or, 
was it just chance, resulting from too 
much sitting? 

Author Andrews writes (p. 15): “An 
animal as large as an ape does not need 
a tail as a balancing organ; neither is 
it necessary to keep off flies or to curl 
about the body for warmth, like that of 
a squifrel or a fox. But that some time 
in our extremely remote ancestry we 
did have tails is evidenced by the hu- 
man fetus, which form the fourth to 
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the eighth week shows a protruding por- 
tion of the spine that later becomes ob- 
scured by the surrounding parts... . 
Sir Arthur Keith says that there are 
vestiges of tail muscles in about ten per 
cent of dissected human bodies. Very 
infrequently a child is born with the 
rudiments of a true tail.” 


These statements are not quite accord- 
ing to the facts of the case, and the al- 
leged examples of babies born with rudi- 
ments of “true tails” are very much 
open to suspicion. And to allege that 
the tiny eight-weeks human fetus has 
a real tail is to exaggerate greatly the 
real situation. As a matter of fact, what 
is called the embryonic tail reaches its 
greatest development during the fifth 
week. The size of the embryo at the 
end of the first month of development 
is about one-fourth of an inch in length 
and at five weeks the little fellow would 
be about one-half an inch long. The 
tail, we are told, is then longer than it 
will ever be again — one-twenty-fifth of 
an inch ! 


Not a “Tail” at All 


To describe it accurately, it is not a 
tail, but simply the terminal part of the 
spinal column, which protrudes because 
the rest of the body is not sufficiently 
developed. Arms and legs, chest and 
abdomen are still in their infancy, but 
very soon, as normal increase in size 
occurs, the tail disappears, not because 
it has been eliminated from the body, 
but because added growth has covered 
the vertebral extremity. More will be 
said about this in the discussion of em- 
bryology. 

Does it not strike you that if evolution 
depends on trivial and childish argu- 
ments like these to prove its case, it is 
in an extremely bad way? There has 
been no attempt to distort the views of 
the modern evolutionary scientist, and 
their words are sufficient to lay bare 
the gross absurdities inherent in the 
_theory. 

When we turn to the Bible and read 

what God has to say about our origin, 
how different is our reaction. There 
we are told, without argument that 
God is Creator, and that man was made 
“in his own image,” and after His “like- 
ness.” “He spake, and it was done; he 
commanded, and it stood fast” (Psa. 33: 
9). He took the dust of the ground, 
formed and fashioned it, and then 
breathed into man’s nostrils the breath 
of life, so that “man became a living 
soul” (Gen, 2:7). 
. This places no strain on our credulity; 
nor do we stultify our intelligence to 
accept the sublime truth of creation by 
an infinite Creator. “With God nothing 
shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37). Our 
minds and hearts find rest and satisfac- 
tion in that association which is ours 
in Christ. 

Victoria, B. C. 
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Meet the Timies Lesson Writers 


Helps on the International Uniform Lessons 





rn, H. A. Inonsme, pastor of 

the Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago, will continue to write 
The Lesson as a Whole each 
week, on the International Uni- 
form Lessons. He is the author 
of more than forty books and 
commentaries, and is in great 
demand as a Bible conference 
speaker and teacher. 


me Rev. JosepH Epwin Hakgagis, 

B.A., was born in England, has 
been in Western Canada since 
boyhood; was graduated from 
the University of Alberta with 
honors, 1927, and ordained. He 
is now principal of the Van- 
couver Bible School. He suc- 
ceeds Dr. Philip E. Howard as 
writer of From the Platform. 


HE Rev. Wave C. Smire needs 

no introduction to Tz 
readers. His famous Little Jetts 
have been appearing every week 
since September 21, 1918, and his 
lesson article, Say, Fellows —, 
since June 19, 1920. Mr. Smith 
will now include suggestions for 
teachers of both fellows and girls 





a= E. Dow, supplies teach- 
ing material For Junior 
Teachers. She says that she 
owes much to a Christian home 
and to a Junior-Intermediate 
group of boys and girls, devel- 
oped in a one-room, fural Maine 
Sunday school. She is a college 
graduate, Phi Beta Kappa, and 
now a high school teacher. 








tae. S. Low writes For Pri- 

mary Teachers from long 
experience as a teacher by ob- 
ject lesson and as a writer for 
young folks. Serious injury by 
automobile, several years ago, 
interrupted her Christian service 
in Sunday school and Bible con- 
ferences. But recovery, in answer 


~to prayer, brought a greatly 


deepened and enlarged ministry. 





astor J. C. Macautay was born 

in Belfast, Ireland, and 
brought up in Scotland; led to 
Christ through B. McCall Bar- 
bour of Edinburgh; educated at 
Glasgow University, and at 
Wheaton College, Ill. He is now 
Pastor of the Wheaton Bible 
Church. He will continue to 
write Questions for Teachers 
and Class (and Answers). 


in his lesson article. 





HE Rev. Exwest M. Wapsworts, 

D.D., is well known to Tres 
readers as writer of For Family 
Worship (which he began on 
Aug. 20, 1932), and will continue 
in this capacity. As director 
of the Great Commission Prayer 
League, Dr. Wadsworth has had 
a special ministry in promoting 


intercession for the church and: 


for revival. 








since 1909, and is in fel- 
lowship with Plymouth 


will be discontinued, and 
Mr. Olson will write 
The Lesson in General 
in the Evangelical series. 





Helps on the new Evangelical International L =ssons 





Earaice E. Borcnanrpr, 

already well known 
to Trwes readers, will 
write For Teen-Age 
Young Folks in the new 
series. She began writ- 
ing when only eleven, 
and has written for news- 
papers and magazines. 
Her Christian work, 
since marriage, has been 
in the community church 
and in Daily Vacation 
Bible Schools. 


Ivian D. GuNDERSON 

has had 25 articles 
in the Truss, since 
February 26, 1938. She 
is a day school teacher, 
has frequently spoken 
in summer conferences 
on Sunday school work, 
and is superintendent of 
the Evergreen Commu- 
nity Sunday School, 
Ferndale, Wash. She will 
write Teaching the 
Juniors. 


PaL Lzonore Gress 

will fill The Treas- 
ure Chest for Primary 
Teachers with surprises 
each week. While a 
missionary in Japan 
with her husband, she 
began her writing min- 
istry for the Tress. 
Now in America for 
health reasons, she is 
a. busy farm mother, 
teaching in two Sunday 
schools. 





ARIAN BisHorp Bower. 

who will prepare 
Questions for Teacher 
and Class in the new 
series, is a graduate of 
Philadelphia School of 
the Bible, Wheaton Col- 
lege, and Temple Uni- 
versity. » Before becom- 
ing secretary to Dr. E. 
Schuyler English, she 
taught in public schools. 
She has written a num- 
ber of children’s stories. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 99. PAUL CLAIMS THE WORLD RIST 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 9:15; 19:21, 23:11, 28:28-31,; Roma -24,; 


printed text, Acts 9:15, 19:21, 23:11, 28:28-31; Romans 


Golden Text.—1 am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to te wi, aod to the unwise.—Rom. 1:14 


Kine James Version 
Acts 9:15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he 
is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, 
and kings, and the children of Israel, 


Chap. 19:21 After these things were ended, Paul purposed in 
the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, 
to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also 
see Rome. 


Chap. 23:11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, 
and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me 
in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. 


Chap. 28:28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the. salvation 
of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 

29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and 
had great reasoning among themselves. 

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hfrea house, 
and received all that came in unto him, 

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no 
man forbidding him. 


Rom. 1:13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that 


oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let kitherto,) 
that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among 
other Gentiles. 

14I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise, 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am.ready to preach the gospel 
to you that are at Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that. believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

Chap. 15:22 For which cause also I have been much hindered 
from coming to you. 

23 But now having no more place in these parts, and having 
a great desire these many years to come unto you; 

24 Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to 
you: for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought on 
my way thitherward: by you, if first I be somewhat filled with 
your company. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


. By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
HILE not desiring to make any- 
W one an offender for a word, it 
seems to the present writer that 


the heading for this lesson is somewhat 
misleading. Paul proclaimed Christ for 


~ the world, but nowhere does he intimate 


the possibility that the world will be 
won for Christ in this age of grace. His 
testimony -is that “in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times” (Eph. 1:10) all 
will be headed up in Christ, but during 
the present dispensation God is saving 
a people out of the world, who are to 
reign with Christ in the day of His 
power. Meanwhile, “evil men and se- 
ducers shall wax worse and, worse” (2 
Tim. 3:13) as the world ripens for judg- 
ment. The Gospel is not a panacea for 
social evils. It is designed to save all 
who turn to God in repentance in order 
that they may not be judged with the 
world when Christ returns (Acts 17: 
30, 31). 

When people are regenerated by the 
Word and the Spirit (Titus 3:5) it is 
their responsibility, as much as in them 
is, to “do good unto all men” (Gal. 6: 
10), but it is not incumbent on them to 
change the world order and in that way 
bring in the Kingdom of God, as ‘many 
teach today. 

To the last, Paul proclaimed the Gos- 
pel as the only’ remedy for sin. and 
preached the Kingdom of God as a spir- 
itual state into which the saved enter 
by new creation (Acts 28:31). When 
the Lord Jesus returns from Heaven, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
those who have spurned the glad tidings 
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of grace (2 Thess. 1:7-10), then the 
Kingdom will be set’ up in displayed 
glory and power over all the earth. 


The Historical Setting 


Saul of Tarsus, later Paul the apostle, 
was converted several years after the 
ascension of our Lord. He almost imme- 
diately began to preach the faith he once 
sought to destroy, and continued in his 
ministry for nearly.thirty years, until 
arrested and taken to Rome for trial 
as a seditionist, in about A.D. 60. So 
far as the record of the Book of Acts 
gogs, he remained two years a prisoner, 
though dwelling in his own hired house. 
From his Letters to Timothy and Titus 
we gather that he was freed when his 
case came to trial, and that he was per- 
mitted to continue his missionary work 
for some time, then was arrested again 
and condemned to die. He was executed 
at Rome in A.D. 66 or 67. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:15.—“He is a chosen vessel unto 
me.” When Ananias was commanded to 
go to see Saul, after his conversion, he 
demurred because of his past record as 
a persecutor; but the Lord reassured His 
servant by revealing His purpose for the 
new convert, In grace he had been laid 
hold of to be a minister and a witness 
of the truth of the Gospel (Gal. 1:23). 
He was to be God’s messenger to the 
ends of the earth, evangelizing both Jews 
and Gentiles (Acts 26:15-18). , 

Chap. 19:21.—“I must also see Rome.” 
As he was planning to conclude his third 
missionary journey, Paul felt impressed 
that it was the will of God that he 
should go on to Rome after fulfilling 
his commission to take the bounty of 
the churches of Greece and Macedonia 
to Jerusalem. He little realized that he 


was to go to the imperial city in chains! 

Chap. 28:28.—“The salvation of God 
is sent unto the Gentiles.” After arriv- 
ing in Rome, Paul, as his custom was, 
gave the Gospel “to the Jew first” by 
calling the elders of Israel (the chief 
of the Jews) to meet him in the room 
where he was imprisoned. Upon their 
evident rejection of the message, he de- 
clared that it must go to the Gentiles 
and prophesied that they would hear it. 

Verse 29.—“The Jews departed, and 
had great reasoning among themselves.” 
Not fully convinced that Paul had pro- 
claimed the truth, the Jews talked over 
what they had heard and debated the 
matter, but there is no evidence that 
they were convinced that Jesus Christ 
was the promised Messiah of Israel and 
Saviour of the world. 


Verse 30.—“Paul .. . received all that 
came in unto him.” God in His provi- 
dence had so arranged that Paul, al- 
though a prisoner awaiting trial, should 
not, at this time, be confined in some 
almost inaccessible dungeon, but was 
permitted to live under guard in a rented 
house, whexe he was free to preach the 
Gospel and expound the Scriptures to 
all who came to visit him. 

« Verse 31.—“Preaching the kingdom of 
God.” It is important to. see that the 
Kingdom of God as now proclaimed is 
the recognition of the divine authority 
over the lives of all who are born again 
(John 3:3). It is not the establishment 
of a new world order, as many claim, 
for we read, “The kingdom of God is 


‘not meat and drink; but righteousness 


and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” 
(Rom. 14:17). 

Rom, 1:13.—“That I might have some 
fruit among you also.” For some years 
Paul had looked forward to going to 
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Rome, the Imperial capital, that he might 
be used of God to win some there for 
Christ and to edify those who had come 
to know the Lord through the ministry 
of other servants of God. 


Verse 14.—“I am debtor.” He to whom 
the truth of God has been committed is 
responsible to pass it on to those still 
in their sins, irrespective of race or de- 
gree of culture. He owes it to all men 
whom he may be able to contact, to 
share with them what has meant so much 
to him. 


Verse 15.—“I am ready.” Recognizing 
his indebtedness to those in Rome, the 
apostle was eager to discharge his obliga- 
tion by going to their city to preach the 
Word. 


Verse 16.—“I am not ashamed.” He 
did not mean, merely, that he did not 
blush to be known as a Christian, but 
realizing the Gospel is God’s own an- 
swer to man’s deep need, he was pre- 
pared to proclaim it to the ignorant and 
the educated, to sinful men of every 
class. He knew it to be the divine dy- 
namic by which alone men might be 
saved, whether Jews or Gentiles. 


Chap. 15:22.—“I have been much hin- 
dered from coming to you.” How little 
did he realize that many more hin- 
drances were to arise ere his hope to 
visit Rome was consummated! His ar- 
rest at Jerusalem, long imprisonment in 
Cesarea, and the stormy sea voyage, 
with its disastrous shipwreck, were all 
to intervene before he should reach 
Rome. But God brought him there in 
His own way and time. 


Verse 23.—“Now having no more place 
in these parts.” He felt he had fulfilled 
his mission in western Asia and in 
Greece and contiguous lands, and so he 
looked forward to Italy as the next field 
of labor. 


Verse 24—“Whensoever I take my 
journey into Spain, I will come to you.” 
Did he ever make that journey to Spain? 
Scripture is silent, though early church 
tradition says he did, after being freed 
from his first imprisonment. Often, 
however, God permits our most careful 
plans to be upset, that He may work out 
His purpose in our lives, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


From the moment that Christ Jesus 
was revealed to Saul of Tarsus, it became 
the all-absorbing passion of his soul to 
make known to others the Gospel which 
had been so blessed to him. Changed 
from a persecutor of the saints to a 
preacher of the Word, he never faltered 
in the great work of proclaiming the 
message of grace to a lost world. He 
knew that Christ was the only answer 
to man’s dire spiritual need and he 
longed that all might share the knowl- 
edge that had been of such value 
to him. 
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Last Week’s Lessen 

‘12. December 22.—A Message of Love 

(Christmas Lesson). Luke 2:8-20; 

John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 13; 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
Next Week’s Lesson : 

1. January 5.—The Word Made Fiesh. 
John 1 








Lesson Outline 
Paut’s Ministry aT ROME 
1. “A chosen vessel” (Acts 9:15) 
2. Paul’s desire (Rom. 15:22-24) ’ 
3. The Lord’s assurance (Acts 23:11) 
4. “I am debtor” (Rom. 1:14) 
5. “I am ready” (v. 15) 
6. “I am not ashamed” (v. 16).: 
7. Paul’s desire fulfilled (Acts 28:31) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

How did the Gospel first reach Rome? 
Certainly not through an inspired apos- 
tle, whether Peter or any other. Evi- 
dently, it was through some who “were 
scattered abroad [and] went every 
where preaching the word.” There was 
a church there, which included many 
prominent leaders, as shown by the 
names of those greeted in Romans 16, 
several years before Paul was taken 
there as a prisoner. The idea that Peter 
was the first bishop of Rome is an utterly 
unfounded tradition. 


Summaries and Applications 

We say, “Man proposes; God disposes.” 
This is illustrated in Paul’s desire to 
go to Rome and the manner in which 
that desire was carried out. 

No circumstances daunted the spirit 
of the apostle, for he knew that Christ 
is the answer to all man’s questionings. 

The Acts closes with Paul a prisoner 
in Rome, but with liberty to proclaim 








Questions for Teachers and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, iil. 
OES the order of those to whom Paul 
was chosen to preach (Acts 9:15) strike 
you as significant? 
2. How was the calling of Paul fulfilled? 
3. What is the force of Paul’s statement, 
“I must also see Rome”? 


4. What is strange about the cheer that 
the Lord offered Paul in Jerusalem? (Acts 
23:11.) 


5. Where does Paul give the rationale of 
his action in Acts 28:28? 


6. How can Paul in Rome be looked upon 
as a parable of the Church in the world? 
7. What inspired Paul’s readiness to 
preach the Gospel, at Rome as everywhere 
else? 

8° By “Barbarians” did Paul mean the 
wild tribes beyond the confines of the em- 
pire? What did he mean? 

9. Did Paul ever go to Spain? Discuss. 
10. What disposition in Paul does this 
lesson clearly illustrate? 


(Answers on page 1165) 
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the message committed to him. He 
turned a prison into an evangelistic cen- 
ter as he preached Christ for the world. 
CuIcaco. . 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I am debtor both to the Greeks, and 
to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and 
to the unwise” (Rom. 1:14).—This verse 
has been the deciding factor in many 
persons’ determination to go to the mis- 
sion field. As one man reached his des- 
tination in Africa and saluted the resi- 
dent missionary, he said, “I’m here to 
pay my debt.” All believers are debtors. 

What would our neighbors think and 
say if we were to go to them and say, 
“I’ve come to pay my debt!” As they 
sought to assure us that we did not owe 
them anything, we could assure them 
that we owed them a debt of Good News 
—the best news in the world —the glad 
tidings of Christ’s death for our sins; 
and the thrilling news that salvation is 
by grace through faith, without works! 

Believers are in somewhat the same 
position as the four leprous men who 
found a superabundance of food, rai- 
ment, and treasure outside the gate of 
a city filled with destitute and starving 
people. They said one to another: “We 
do not well: this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace: if we 
tarry till the morning light, some mis- 
chief will come upon us: now therefore 
come, that we may go and tell...” 
Suiting their actions to their words, they 
told the good news of their find. Their 
word was first doubted, then believed, 
and the inhabitants of the city were 
saved from perishing with hunger. (See 
2 Kings 7.) 

There is a wonderful satisfaction in 
paying a debt. What are we doing to 
pay off this debt by giving the Gospel 
to as many people as possible, in as 
many ways as possible, in the shortest 
time possible? 

“Paul purposed in the spirit, when he 
had passed through Macedonia and 
Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After 
I have been there, I must also see Rome 
(Acts 19:21).—I recall reading after Col. 
Lindbergh made his. historic Atlantic 
flight, that he “ate, drank, slept, worked, 
and talked airplanes.” His purpose was 
to master airplanes, and he certainly ful- 
filled his purpose! 

What a driving force is purpose! It 
surmounts all objectors and difficulties, 
under the guidance and blessing of the 
Lord. “Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself” (Dan. 
1:8). Barnabas exhorted the believers 
at Antioch to cleave to the Lord with 
purpose of heart (Acts 11:23). David 


said, “I am purposed that my mouth 
shall not transgress” (Psa. 17:3). 

God has “saved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our 
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works, but according to his own pur- 
pose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began” (2 
Tim. 1:9); and it is written for our en- 
couragement, “We know that all things 
rk together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 
May every believer 
Dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to stand alone, 
Dare to have a purpose firm ! 
Dare to make it known ! 


“So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the gospel” (Rom. 1:159.—I 
like the story about the sea captain who 
said to a Liverpool waif, “If you had 
on good clothes, a clean face, and your 
hair combed, I would take you into a 
restaurant and get you something to eat.” 
The homeless boy, with tears in his eyes 
at the Captain’s kind words, brushed his 
hair with his hand, and said, “I am 
ready now.” The Captain bought him 
a meal. While they were eating, the 
Captain learned the boy’s history. His 


. father had disappeared; his mother had 


died. But before dying, the mother had 
taught him the story of Jesus and His 
love — and had also taught him to pray, 
and assured him that Jesus would take 
care of him. 

The Captain said to him, “If you were 
only dressed real well and had a clean 
face, I would take you with me on the 
steamer — you could wait on me.” The 
little boy looked up into the Captain's 
face and said, “I am ready now.” The 
Captain put his arms around him and 
said, “Come with me; you will always 
be my boy.” They both hurried to the 
steamer, and when on board the Captain 
introduced the little boy to his men, 
saying, “His name is Ready-Now.” He 
is always ready, and you must not call 
him by any other name than Ready- 
Now.” 

Oh, that every Christian’s name were 
Ready-Now, and that, true to the name, 
they would give the Gospel of Christ 
to perishing humanity! 

And “ready to do whatsoever my lord 
the king shall appoint” (2 Sam. 15:15); 
and “ready always to give an answer” 
(1 Pet. 3:15); and “ready to distribute” 
(1 Tim. 6:18); and “ready to every good 
work” (Titus 3:1). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Tepic and Scripture: 


The World for Christ 
(Acts 9:15; 28:28-31; Rem. 1:13-16) 


N THE first Christmas Eve so few 
knew that the Saviour had come! 
There were Mary and Joseph, and the 
shepherds, and the people the shepherds 
told. (No, the Wise Men did not come 
that night while the Lord lay in. the 
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manger; their visit must have been later. 
But they knew about Him, and were on 
their way.) 
When the Lord died thirty-three years 
later there were only 120 Christians in 
Jerusalem (Acts 1:15). Peter preached 
a sermon that brought in 3,000 in one 
day (2:41). Then we read of 5,000 men 
(4:4), not counting the women. The 
Gospel spread to Samaria and Antioch 
(in Syria). Soon a man became a Chris- 
tian who brought thousands of foreigners 
to the Lord, started many new churches 
in foreign lands, and wrote wonderful 
letters. Who was he? (Paul.) How 
did he come to be a Christian? (Re- 
view Lesson 2.) I wonder if you can 
think of some A B C persons in Paul’s 
life: A—the man who baptized him 
(Ananias) ; B— the man who helped him 
get acquainted in Jerusalem, got him 
to go to Antioch, and went on his first 
missionary trip with him (Barnabas) ; 
C—the One for whom Paul lived. 
The map made for Lesson 4 may be 
used to review some of the places where 
Paul preached, and pupils may recall 
what happened at Philippi, Thessalonica, 
Athens, and Ephésus. Review the names 
of the Epistles written by Paul, and 
such quotations as pupils can give from 
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them, Conclude memorization of 1 Cor 
inthians 13:1-8a. Verse 6 may be writ 
ten on the blackboard showing its paral 
lelism; verse 7 may be presented by 
writing “beareth,” “believeth,” “hopeth,” 
“endureth” in a column, a brace con- 
necting them with one writing of “all 
things.” 

What a picture of these verses Paul 
himself was! What sufferings he bore 
to carry the Gospel into the world of 
his day! What love he had for the 
churches and Christian people he knew ! 
Then we find him in jail at Rome, 
chained to a guarding soldier. Yet still 
he told his own people, the Jews, call- 
ing them to meet him, and preaching 
to them one whole day about the Lord 
Jesus from their Bible. The Gentile 
soldiers heard the Gospel, too. Even a 
slave boy was saved. And hardest of 
all—at his trial before the great and 
cruel Emperor Nero, Paul preached the 
Lord Jesus, so all those officials might 
hear. He wrote Timothy afterward how 
he was tempted to keep still, for not one 
Christian dared stick with him, but the 
Lord was with him and helped him to 
preach the Gospel fully (2 Tim. 4:16, 
17). Some time before Paul went to 
Rome, he wrote the Roman church, “4 
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am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth” (Rom. 
1:16). So Paul fulfilled what the Lord 
had told Ananias at the beginning of 
Paul’s service: “He is a chosen vessel 
... to bear my name before the Gen- 
tiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel” (Acts 9:15). 


Finally, according to a story not in the 
Bible but probably true, Paul was taken 
out of prison and killed by having his 
head cut off. “Charity . . . endureth all 
things. Charity never faileth.” How 
Paul loved the Lord who died for him! 
And he was not afraid to die: “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness” (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). “To die is 
gain” (Phil. 1:21) —a promotion. 

Paul did his part*in winning his world! 
to Christ. What can we do to win our 
world? Remember about little Ronald? 
You can tell someone near by in your 
world. You can save nickels to help tell 
someone -in far-off corners. You can 
pray. Love will find a way! 

Orono, MAINE. 

we 


From the Platform 
By a Superintendent 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 


Heavenly Father, as we come to the last ¢- 


Sunday of another year we are reminded 
of Thy constant care all through the 
days and weeks and months. Our hearts 
are full of thankfulness as we realize 
that Thou hast never failed us. Thou 
hast kept Thy promises, and Thy good- 
ness and mercy have followed us all 
our days. We thank Thee for the many 
opportunities we have had to meet to- 
gether to study Thy Word and worship 
Thee, and we thank Thee for the lessons 
we have had concerning the life and 
work of Thy servant Paul. As we look 
back over his life, we can trace Thy 
dealings with him, from the time when 
Thou didst speak to him on the Damas- 
cus road until he was ready to lay down 
his life, having finished his course and 
kept the faith. It is stimulating and 
encouraging to us to read how he sought 
always to honor’Thee, and to carry the 
Good News into places where Christ was 
not known, We thank Thee for the 
glimpses Thou hast given us into his own 
thoughts and fears, and for the way in 
which Thou didst stand by him in the 
night and cheer his heart. We do not 
hear Thee speak as he did, but we thank 
Thee that we have Thy Word with its 
abundance of precious promises to 
strengthen us. Lord, help us to be ever 
looking out beyond our own little circle, 
as Paul did, and seeking new ways to 
make the good news of salvation known 
to others. We thank Thee, our Father, 
for all Thy goodness in the past year, 
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and we go forward into the new year in 
Thy strength, knowing that Thou wilt go 
before us and lead us safely on. We 
pray in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. ’ 

After the Lesson.—As you have studied 
the six passages given for our lesson 
today, you have probably noticed that 
many different cities and countries were 
mentioned. They give us a good idea 
of the extent of Paul’s missionary travels, 
and of his zeal in preaching the Gospel. 
The record is a fulfillment of the Lord’s 


- prophecy concerning him when He said, 


“For he is a chosen vessel unto me, to 
bear my name before the Gentiles, and 
kings, and the children of Israel.” Paul 
did just this, faithfully and continually. 
He never sought his own honor, but 
Christ’s, no matter what the conse- 
quences. But there were times when 
Paul needed special strengthening, just 
as we do, and it is good to read that 
“the Lord stood by him, and said, Be 
of good cheer, Paul.” Christ spoke those 
same words of comfort on several oc- 
casions, and we know that we can take 
them for our own hearts in these days 
when troubles of various kinds seem to 
be increasing. The Lord is still the same, 
and as able to commission, strengthen, 
and use us in His service as He was in 
Paul’s case. One secret of Paul’s zeal 
is given us in Romans 1:14, where he 
says, “I am debtor...” He was en- 


trusted with “the exceeding riches of 


his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus,” and he felt bound 
to let others know of this great wealth 
which is freely offered to all by God. 


Every one of us in our Sunday school ° 


is a debtor to those around us, and it 
may be that God will call out some to 
preach the Good News in foreign lands. 





THE APOSTLE PAUL 
CHOSEN 


COMMISSIONED 
CHEERED BY GOD 
CONCERNED FOR OTHERS 
CONTINUING FAITHFUL TO THE END 














For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus the Friend of All 
(Acts 9:15; 28:28-31) 


OW splendid to end the year with 

a missionary lesson! We've spent 
a year studying about the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His salvation, and now His 
command is, “Go ye.” 

And now you need not cross the ocean 
to do it. We failed, as American Chris- 
tians, to go into all the world, so God, 
in the most amazing stirring up the 
world has ever had, sent our sons into 
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the far corners of the earth, and moved 
several millions of Americans out of 
their homes and into far places where 
they never expected or wanted to go. 

Why aii this upheaval? We say, Th 
war. Yes, but remember that God 
hand is still in it all. His hand restrains 
and rules and overrules the nations, 
even though they hate Him. 

God is giving millions of people a 
chance to hear the Gospel, just as He 
gave thousands of young men a chance 
to hear jt during the war. He is also 
giving each of us new opportunities 
of witnessing for our precious Lord, even 
as He gave Christian servicemen oppor- 
tunity for unnumbered testimonies to 
their unsaved buddies. 

This applies even to your Primary 
children. Every community has new 
people. You can no longer say that you 
have asked everybody in your neigh- 
borheod to come to church — unless you 
live in the very unusual community 
today. Most towns have so many 
strangers we cannot even contact them 
all without hard and steady work. What 
are you doing about it? 

This last Sunday in the year is a fine 
time to plan for next year. Go after 
your job in earnest. Get the children 
to help you make a list of the new peo- 
ple in your community. Then give each 
child a family to contact and invite to 
church and Sunday school. 

Make it definite. What is everybody’s 
business is nobody’s. Give each child 
a definite assignment, and then ask for 
results next week. Unless I am very 
much mistaken, most of you will have 
new scholars, for children are the best 
go-getters in the world. And then do 
the same thing next Sunday and keep 
it up until you have invited everybody 
in your parish—and then ask them 
again. 

You may have the question of foreign 
children. Ask them just as if they were 
white and American. Children are not 
race conscious, except as adults make 
them so. This is one of the places where 
we should become as little children. 
They wouid be just as proud to bring a 
Japanese or Chinese child to Sunday 
school as if he were white. Who knows 
but what you might be training some 
future foreign missionary? 

This summer at Mt. Hermon there 
were two little Japanese boys at the 
Daily Vacation Bible School, and they 
became the best friends of my two 
grandsons. It was a blessing to all four 
of them. The Japanese boys appreciated 
kindly treatment as they had been in a 
camp for several years, and the Ameri- 
can boys learned that the Japanese chil- 
dren were little boys like themselves, 
who loved the Lord Jesus and that God 
loved them all just the same. One of 
our boys said one day, “I think I’d like 
to go to Japan some day and tell the 
other little Japaneses about Jesis.” 

Use your flags of all nations for deco- 
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rations today. Paul took the Gospel to 
all men, for he said he owed it to them. 
Surely we owe still more, for the spir- 
itual wealth of the ages has been poured 
out on us. We have such a wonderful 
Lord and such a glorious Gospel! How 
can we keep still in such a day as this? 
Make this Sunday a starting point for 
a new forward move for yourself and 
your class. “Go ye.” 
Fe.ton, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we come now to the 
close of a momentous year in the 
world’s history, a year of revolutionary 
changes in every department of human 
life. Upheaval and change have taken 


place all over the world — in politics, in, 


diplomacy, in industry, in trade, in so- 
cial life, and even in education. A state 
of confusion exists on every hand, while 
a staggering old world is trying to find 
its balance and get off to a new start. 

But there is one thing that has not 
changed in the slightest: it is the Word 
of God — “Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, and to day, and for ever” (Heb. 13: 
8). How. wonderful it is in times like 
the present to know with all certainty 
that there is One whose wisdom, whose 
counsel, is safe and sure! To know that 
He is just as surely the solution to the 
problems of today and tomorrow, as He 
has always been, in any age! Fellows, 
there’s a thought we would do well to 
take with us into a 1947 which holds no 
human promise but uncertainties. 

‘We also come today to the close of a 
three-months’ study in the life of Paul, 
the great apostle. And what a rich study 
it has been! A triumphant life! Once 
he got a vision of Jesus Christ that day 
on the Syrian plain he never lost it. 
It was a vision of limitless conquest. 
Out of Paul’s many superior qualities 
in service, let us select just one for our 
closing of the .present study. It is ex- 
pressed in Philippians 4:13: “I can do 
all things through Christ which [who] 
strengtheneth me.” Paul put no limit on 
what the power of Christ could do 
through his yielded will. He never 


reached the point where he would say, . 


“This is all that can be done.” As soon 
as he reached a new placé of service he 
began planning for another, on beyond. 

When he reached the western shores 
of Asia Minor, the vision carried him 
across the Atgean Sea to Macedonia 
(Greece). In Ephesus he had flashed 
the news that he would come to Rome. 
And he did go. Nor did his vision stop 
there. He told the Romans he intended 
going still farther westward, even to 
Spain, across the Mediterranean. (And, 
fellows, a journey across the Mediter- 
ranean in those days was much more of 
a trip than around the world several 
times in these days!) It is not definitely 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


known whether he reached Spain or not; 
but the vision included Spain, farthest 
west of the then known world. Paul’s 
life closed, in the will of God, as a 
prisoner in Rome. Though permitted to 
have his own private house, yet he was 
watched by a Roman guard. Yet in 
vision, to the end, he was reaching on 
beyond. Like the great warrior that he 
was, he fell with his sword outstretched 
before him. 


Is vision of service to Christ like that 
possible to the youth of today? Think- 
ing of Paul brings to mind young Wil- 
liam Borden of Yale, who, also in the 
will of God, had to finish his course, 
in what the world would call “an un- 
timely death” (being yet in his twen- 
ties) before consummating a world-wide 
vision for Christ. On his way to North 
China he died in Cairo, Egypt, of cere- 
bral meningitis. This young millionaire 
gave his all to Christ because he be- 
lieved the power of the Lord Jesus had 
no limitations. He could say, and did 
say, with all fervor and confidence, “I 
know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded .. .” Read the book, “Bor- 
den of Yale ’09,” by Mrs. Howard Tay- 
lor; 1 or read a condensation of the book 
in His for October, 1946, the little maga- 
zine of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship. It will thrill and inspire you. 
Bill Borden’s earthly life ended at Cairo, 
but he did not sheath his sword; and 
his vision of service still glows and will 
continue to glow in the spirit ef thou- 
sands of young fellows who are willing 
to fall before Jesus Christ, as Paul did 
before the gates of Damascus, and say 
from the depths of the soul, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” 

Fellows, will you dare to face 1947 
with that? 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchard} 


Pavut’s Aim — THE Wor.p FoR CHRIST 


S WE think of Paul’s consecration 

to his task of winning the world 
to Christ; we think of some of the faith- 
ful servants of God whom we recently 
met in Mexico, many of them members 
of The Sunday School Times family. 
Paul’s pattern of victorious witnessing 
corresponds with those of Christian 
workers today. 

Paul pardoned (Acts 9:15). The Lord 
pardoned Paul for sin, and for his wrong 
attitude toward Christians, God plan- 
ned the pattern of Paul’s life, choosing 
him for a specific work, that of preach- 
ing the Gospel to the Gentiles. A mis- 
sionary must first be pardoned for her 
own sin, then chosen and prepared for 
a specific field of service. Every suo- 
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cessful Christian worker is one of God's 
special choices. 


Paul purposed (Acts 19:21). It thrills 
us to know that we are fitting into God's 
plan in the big things of life, but do we, 
like Paul, purpose to let the Holy Spirit 
lead in lesser matters, in routing duties? 
“He that is faithful in that which is 
least is faithful also in much” seems to 
permeate the common, everyday choices 
of our Mexican friends who serve the 
Lord. Said one, “We who belong to 
this Christian volunteer movement try 
to be guided by the Lord in all the 
details of our lives; then we will be 
ready for big opportunities for service 
when He calls.” 


Paul persecuted (Acts 23:11). “The 
Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good 
cheer, Paul.” In the United States we 
have so little open persecution that it 
is hard to believe that in our neighbor 
country to the south some Christians 
have lately been tortured and oppressed. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Several times recently the police have 
been called to halt the persecution of 
Christians who were gathered in confer- 
ence. Fortunately some of the police 
are sympathetic toward, if not actually 
affiliated with evangelical Christians. 
The Lord uses various means of glori- 
fying Himself through His servants, and 
one of these can be through our co-op- 
eration by our prayers. 


Paul preaching (Acts 28:28-31). Not 
always was it easy for Paul to preach, 
but wherever he went, and under every 
circumstance, he bore witness to the 
grace of God. Often it is not easy, we 
learned, for Mexican Christians to en- 
joy freedom of expression such as we 
possess, but consecrated workers are re- 
sourceful enough to find entrance for 
the Gospel into the hearts of many 
adults and little ones. These Christians 
make Christ known through teaching 
people to read, through helping fam- 
ilies in their home lives, and by gather- 
ing groups for stories when the Gospel 
can be given. They follow Paul, who 
said, “I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save some” 
(1 Cor. 9:22). 


Paul paying a debt (Rom. 1:13-16). 
The best way. to enjoy blessings that 
come to us is to share them with some 


one else. Paul, knowing this, longed . 


to pay his debt in the largest way he 
could, through winning the people not 


alone in his neighboring locality, but. 


people of every race and nation to the 
Lord. Some young people have had the 
impression that most of the Christian 
work in other lands is supported by mis- 
sionary funds, but this is true only in 
those places where a self-supporting 
work is not established. Devoted Chris- 
tians everywhere consider themselves 
debtors to their neighbors, their coun- 
trymen, and the world— “the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek.” For instance, 
we heard a Mexican businessman relat- 
ing his experiences during his mission- 
ary visit to the United States when he 
witnessed for Christ in seventeen 
churches across this land. 


Paul prevailing in prayer (Rom. 15: 
22-24). It is a happy answer to prayer 
when the Lord opened the way for our 
visit with His workers in Mexico where 
great things are being accomplished in 
His name. It was a happy answer to 
Paul’s “great desire these many years” 
when the Lord led him at last to have 
fellowship with Christians in Rome. 
Though that fellowship was somewhat 
limited, the Lord used it to His glory. 
“What then? . . . whether in pretence, 
or in truth, Christ is preached; \and I 
therein do rejoice” (Phil. 1:12, 13, 18). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff.of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Jacke arve.0. 48 of Se Dae te Be 
and explaining the conditions upon which 


filustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. j 

An Unpaid Debt.—I am debtor both to 

. the wise, and to the unwise (Rom. 
1:14, Golden Text). One day in Novem- 
ber they thought I was dying, and they 
were talking about it; I could hear 
everything they said, though my eyes 
were closed. I faced that thing. “I don’t 
believe I am afraid to die,” I said to my- 
self. I have always considered the Bible 
so true that if I would die, I would be 
in the presence of my Lord. I have 
been so homesick to see Jesus that that 
wouldn’t have bothered me a bit. But 
I thought I saw a man across the street 
crying—I could see him as plainly as 
I see you. His clothing was awful, and 
he was in a filthy condition. An officer 
came along and told him not to stand 
there crying and acting up the way he 
did, but to move along. The man said, 
“Officer, there’s a man across the street 
that owes me something, and if he pays 
me, I’ll be as decent as he is, and I can 
take care of my family, too, as well as 
he does.” The officer said, “Why, you’re 
mistaken; Mel Trotter lives over there, 
and he doesn’t ‘owe anybody.” “Yes, he 
does! He owes me, and if he’d pay me 
what he owes me, I could pay my debts, 
and be respectable like other folks. 
Somebody gave him something for me, 
and he has refused to bring it to me.” 
Then I said, “All right, Lord.” They 
thought I was speaking to them, but I 
wasn’t speaking to my wife, or to any- 
body else, but to the Lord. I knew then 
that I was going to be restored. I had 
a chance to see souls then in the eyes 
of Jesus Christ. I saw what Jesus paid 
for these old bums.”—From an address 
by Mel Trotter. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Once Enough for Her.—To the wise, 
and to the unwise (Rom. 1:14, Golden 
Text). An old lady had gotten a bless- 
ing from the verse, “I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). 
When a certain Greek scholar sought to 
add to her enjoyment by telling her 
that it might be freely translated, “T’ll 
never, no never, no never forsake thee,” 
she replied, “Well, the Lord may have 
to say it three times before you scholars 
can get it, but once is enough for me.” 
—From “Rest Awhile,” by Vance Hav- 
ner. Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Faith, Hope, and Love for the Coming 
Year.—The Lord stood by him, and said, 
Be of good cheer, Paul (Acts 23:11). 
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God give you FAITH this coming year ! 
The faith that will not fail in keenest 
test, 
That trusts and sings in midst of fire and 
storm, 
And dares rely upon His Word and rest. 


God give you HOPE this coming year ! 
The hope that through the darkness sees 
afar 
The purifying hope that fondly waits 
The rising of the Bright and Morning 
Star. 


God give you LOVE this coming year ! 
His own great love that burns out for 


the lost, 
That intercedes, and waits, and suffers 
long — 
That never fails, nor stops to count the 
cost. 


—From “Triumphs of Faith.” Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Preaching the Gospel IS Business.— 
Preaching the kingdom of God (Acts 28: 
31). According to Advertising Age, the 
largest buyer of time on Mutual dur- 
ing 1943 was the Gospel Broadcasting 
Association whose theme song for the 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour is “Jesus 
Saves.” The Association spent $1,566,130 
in this medium. There were six other 
religious groups among Mutual’s 60 net- 
work sponsors. These six accounted for 
a total of $3,367,268 of Mutual’s 1943 “na- 
tional” business of $12,527,800—or 26.9 
per cent of the total. The trade journal 
asks whether these religious programs 
are “more religious or business?” The 
Lord Jesus spoke of His mission as: “My 
Father’s business” (Luke 2:49). All 
who are carrying out the great commis- 
sion and giving the Gospel of Christ to 
a sin-sick world are doing “big busi- 
ness” in the truest sense of the word. 
And every believer should be saying — 
if not singing— “I’m here on business 
for my King!”—From Now. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Newfane, N. Y. 


The Only Answer.—So, as much as in 
me is, I am ready to preach the gospel 
(Rom. 1:15). Night after night during 
the bulg< battle of Europe, Robert Gor- 
don Bolinder of Hackensack, N. J., flew 
his P-61 black widow against enemy 
raiders. In forty-two combat flights he 
and his observer shot down four planes 
and were credited with an additional 
“probable” over the heavily-defended 
Cologne plain. Back from the night- 
mare of the skies, he packed away his 
medals—the American silver star, air 
medal, nine oak leaf bronze clusters, 
five battle siars in the European theater, 
and a President squadron citation — and 
entered a theological seminary as a 
divinity student. Late March brought 
Bolinder an invitation to Washington, 
D. C., to receive from Lord Halifax the 
British Government’s coveted Distin- 
guished Flying Cross. “I was ready to 
die for Uncle Sam in combat,” Bolinder 
remarked, “and now I’m ready to burn 
out for Christ. Ill be discontént until 
I’ve served Christ as vigorously as I’ve 
served the stars and stripes. Christ is 
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the answer to the atomic age—and the 
only answer. If we had an army for 
Christ to carry the Gospel of redemp- 
tion to the four corners of the globe 
with as much zeal as the American Army 
went out to lick the Germans and the 
Japs, the U.N.O. could take a holiday.” 
—From Christian Life and Times. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin Square, 
BE, ¥. 


Made—Not Bought.—For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation 
(Rom. 1:16). The Rev. Stuart McNairn 
told in a meeting, that at one town in 
Argentina, the Roman Catholics had 
built a magnificent church, but they had 
not yet been able to open it. Why? 
Because they could not afford to buy 
any saints to put in it. But yet a little 
way down the road in a little mission 
hall, God was making saints, creating 
them, not out of plaster, but through 
the regenerating power of the blood of 
Christ—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions ere on page 1160) 


1. The Gentiles are first and the Chil- 
dren of Israel last. (See Rom. 1:16.) 


2. His chief ministry was to the Gentiles; 
as a prisoner he preached to kings; where 
possible he began his witness in Jewish 
synagogues; he received the Jews in his 
hired house in Rome, and possibly summed 
up his testimony to the Jews in the He- 
brews Epistle. 


3. Paul lived under the compulsion of 
divine necessity, and Rome had swung into 
his vision as part of God’s program. 


4. The indication that his witness in Rome, 
like that in Jerusalem, would be as a pris- 
oner; but to witness in Rome, even in 
chains, was a glorious prospect to Paul. 


5. In Romans-11:25-32. 


6. The world lays restrictions upon the 
Church as Rome did upon Paul, but the 
testimony goes on unhindered when the 
Church is faithful. 


7. His sense of indebtedness (Rom. 1:14), 
and his confidence in the power of his mes- 
sage (v. 16), made him ready (v. 15). 


8. No. He meant those who were not 
dominated by the Greek culture. 


9. There is no certainty, but he seems to 
have been in Rome twice, and in the in- 
terim. he may have gone to Spain in ful- 
fillment of Romans 15:24. 


10. His inSatiable passion to carry the 
Gospel ever farther afield — Macedonia, 
Rome, Spain ! 








On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn toe these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for December '29 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


Paul at Rome 


‘AUL, with his world vision, had 

planned to go to Rome long before 
he actually was able to reach that great 
metropolis. While he was laboring at 
Ephesus, in Asia Minor, he purposed to 
go through Macedonia and back to Je- 
rusalem, but his plans did not stop there, 
for he added, “After I have been there, 
I must also see Rome” (Acts 19:21). 
After Paul was apprehended at Jeru- 
salem on what was apparently a false 
charge of taking Gentiles into the inner 
court of the Jewish temple,! he made 
his appeal before the Jewish council. 
The next night the Lord reassured Paul 
with these words: “Be of good cheer, 
Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in 
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness 
also at Rome” (Acts 23:11). This pre- 
diction was fulfilled sometime later 
when, in the course of his trial, Paul was 
sent to Rome (Acts 27:1 to 28:16). A 
number of archaeological discoveries 
made in Rome throw light, both direct 
and indirect, on the sojourn of Paul in 
that city. 

Jews in Rome 


FTER Paul had arrived in Rome, 

he called the leading Jews of the 
city together to talk to them about 
Christ (Acts 28:17-29). Archaeological 
evidence of Jews in Rome was discov- 
ered several years ago in the excavation 
of a Jewish cemetery on the Via Por- 
tuensis, in which one hundred nineteen 
inscriptions were found. The fact that 
they are Jewish burials is attested both 
by the pictures of the seven-branched 
candlestick and also by typical Jewish 
names, carved on the tombs. The names 
that appear include Jacob, Judas, Anna, 
and Rebecca. In several inscriptions the 
phrase, “synagog of the Hebrews,” oc- 
curs, and one mentions Tychicus, the 
“head of the synagog’”?2 (the name of 
one of Paul’s companions was also 
Tychicus, Acts 20:4). One of the most 
interesting inscriptions is an epitaph 
that reads, “Here lies Prokleina, eight- 
een years and fifty days old. Her 
mother Aquileina erected this.” Paul’s 
friends, Aquila, was in Rome for some 
time (Acts 18:2), and (according to Gra- 
ziosi, Aquileina is merely the feminine 
form of Aquila.8 Of course, one cannot 
say whether or not there is any direct 
connection here with the Aquila whom 
Paul knew, but it is interesting to find 





1Acts 21:27-29. 

2C. M. Cobern, “The New Archaeological 
Discoveries,"”” New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 
ninth edition, 1929, p. 518. 

* “Nuovo Bulletino di arch. crist.,”” 1915, pp. 
13-56, 
518. 
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152-157, cited in Cobern, op. cit., p. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Calendar for 
1947 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 
paper. ' 
Features 

Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenkins Olcott, 


whose photographs and writi are 
well known to Sunday School Times 
readers. 


Scenes are localities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 

There is a Scripture memory verse for 
each day in the year. 

PRICES 


(Postpaid), excepting orders of 5 or more to 
foreign countries. 
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eee ae $380. 200...... 36.50 
Boece caer 540 300... 52.50 


Itmakes an ideal, moderate-priced gift, 

and the quantity prices offer a real coper, 

tunity to earn extra income by the of 

among your friends and fellow 
workers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Times Calendar for . 
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a variant of the same name right in this 
Jewish cemetery at Rome.4 


Paul and Caesar 


UL told the Jews at Rome who gath-- 


ered to hear him that he had made 
appeal concerning his case to Czesar 
(Acts 28:19). This Ceesar was Nero, who 
ruled over the Roman Empire from A.D. 
§4 to 68. Archaeological work in Rome 
has brought to light the great palace of 
Nero which was calied the Domus Aurea, 
meaning “Golden House.” This building 
was, quite likely, familiar to the Apos- 
tle Paul. Modern discoveries show that 
only a small portion of the once mag- 
nificent palace now remains, perhaps 
only forty or fifty rooms remaining of 
the several hundred that may once have 
comprised the structure. Some estimate 
that there were as many as thirteen hun- 
dred rooms in the palace, and over- 
enthusiastic guides often stretched the 
figure to four thousand. In Nero’s day, 
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it was filled with hundreds of statues 
from Greece and Asia Minor, and 
boasted a famous zoological and botan- 
ical garden, whose waterfalls were sup- 
plied by an aqueduct fifty miles long.5 
The private rooms of Nero-were, to some 
extent, preserved because the walls were 
used later as a substructure for a sec- 
tion of Trajan’s baths, which were built 
above them. Several of these rooms, 
excavated in recent years, still have the 
damaged frescoes and reliefs from Nero’s 
day, and represent some of the best 
work of its kind in that period at Rome.® 


Paul’s House 


HE end of the Book of Acts tells us 

that Paul dwelt in his own hired 
house in Rome for two years (Acts 28: 
30). Three different spots are pointed 
out today as the location of Paul’s abode. 
The first is not many blocks from the 
Palazzo Venezia, which was the head- 
quarters for Mussolini until recent years. 








Five Bible Study Books 
offered to You 
Without Money Cost! 








These books will increase the efficiency of every 
Christian worker using them. This offer provides 
an easy way to obtain them. 


CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE 


SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY 


THE BIBLE TEXT BOOK 


THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 


A YEAR’S BIBLE COURSE 


An index of the Bible by words. Locates un- 
familiar 


verses. 

Brief explanations of Bible names, places, and 
customs. 

An index of the Bible by subjects. 


Chain references on the great teachings of the 
Bible, with explanatory notes on the 
pages 
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Today the Church of St. Maria stands 
here on the Via Lata, and beneath the 
churck a spot is pointed out as the loca- 
tion of the résidence of Paul. Lanciani, 
the expert on ancient Rome, does not 
favor this site, nor the second site which 
is near the Church of Paolo della Regola. 
Lanciani favors the site recommende4 
by Padre Germano, which is now oc- 
cupied by a well-built apartment house 
three stories high in the Via degli 
Streigari. This spot is near the loca- 
tion of the ancient ghetto, and is at- 
tested by Roman tradition.7 A few days 
before the outbreak of World War II, 
the writer and his wife visited each of 
these locations. Inquiry was made at 
the last place of the concierge (care- 
taker-janitor), and he knew nothing 
about this as the possible location of 
Paul’s sojourn in Rome. But, then, he 
was neither an antiquarian nor an arch- 
aeologist. 
WHEATON, ILL. F 





*Other Jewish cemeteries havé also been 
found in Rome. At the end of August, 1939, 
a few days before the outbreak of World War 
II, the writer and his wife set out to visit 
one of these Jewish cemeteries which was 
found a few years ago. To their amazement, 
they found that, over the spot where the 
cemetery was described as being located, 
there was a wide superhighway. The writer 
wondered whether Fascist anti-Semitism had 
been a contributing factor in disregarding this 
ancient Jewish burial ground. 

®&Cobern, op. cit., p. 511. 

*Tenney Frank, “Rome,” “Encyclopaedia 
Britannica” (1942), Vol. 19, p. 472a. 

?Cobern, op. cit., p. 519. 


Children at Home 


Ketta’s Christmas Stars 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


AEKASHAM was angry. “Bah! A 
girl!” he sneered. Like many an- 
other Hindu father in India, he wanted 
a son more than anything else in the 
world. For would not a son win him 
favor from the gods? But this girl—! 
“It’s a ketta (evil) gift she is, and Ketta 
shall be her name,” he snarled as he 
slouched off to the toddy shop to drown 
his disappointment in drink. : 
“No, not Ketta, but Nalla (good) will 
I call you, my pearl, my precious jewel. 
And may the gods never make you 
ketia,” whispered the mother, holding 
her new-born baby close to her heart. 
But the mother’s gods of wood and 
clay — what power had they to make her 
child either good or bad? However, as 
the years passed, the father’s harsh 
treatment hardened Ketta into such a 
disagreeable child, that even her mother 
had to admit that Ketta, not Nalla, was 
the name that fitted her. 
Not only was Ketta naughty, but she 
was miserable as well. So one day she 
took her troubles to her friend, Sakina. 
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“Oh, Sakina, how is it that, even though 
your drunken father is just as cruel to 
you as mine is to me, you always keep 
so lovely and happy? Oh, why can’t 
I be sweet and happy, too?” 

“It’s because you haven’t let Jesus 
come into your heart as Mother and 
I have. It’s Jesus who helps us bear 
our troubles patiently,” explained Sa- 
kina. 

“Gods don’t help girls and women. 
They hate us,” declared Ketta. 

“Jesus, the only true God, loves us,” 
Sakina answered. “And because He 
doesn’t want us to be punished for our 
sins, He was willing to be wounded for 
our transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities, and even to die for us. The 
Bible says so.” 

“You mean He died for even girls and 
women !” 

“Yes, He died for everybody that day 
when the soldiers nailed His hands and 
feet to a cross, and crucified Him. Oh, 
Ketta, won’t you let Him forgive your 
sins, and bear your troubles, too?” 

“No, I won’t, for I don’t believe it,” 
was Ketta’s reply. 

Her ninth birthday Ketta never could 
forget —it was on that day her brother 
Dirsu was born. She was so glad she 
twinkled her eyes and “danced her feet.” 
The father—he showed his joy by go- 
ing off and drinking for days and days. 
But when he returned home, his money 
Was gone, and so was his job. 

“You'll have to go out and work now,” 
Pakasham told his wife. Ketta’s old 
enough to look after Dirsu and cook 
our food.” Then turning to Ketta, he 
warned, “If you ever let anything hap- 
pen to my son, I’ll give you a beating 
you'll never forget.” 

One evening (it was when Dirsu was 
nearly five years old), after Pakasham 
finished his out-of-door meal, he was 
ready to be off for a night of gambling 
and drinking. Leaving his family out- 
side to eat their supper, eagerly he 
entered their miserable hut. In a mo- 
ment he came thundering out. “Some- 
one’s stolen my money. Was it you?” 
he roared, glaring at Ketta. 

“N-no,” stammered the frightened girl. 

Then Dirsu, who knew Ketta had seen 
him making off with the money that 
very afternoon, spoke up quickly. “Yes, 
she did. I saw her. She took it to buy 
candy,” he lied. 

“You thieving fox,” yelled the father. 
“T’ll teach you a lesson that'll keep you 
from ever stealing again!’ Roughly he 
seized her little hands in his big, brawny 
ones. When he loosed his grip her hands 
fell crushed and limp from his ‘grasp. 

How Pakasham stormed when he 
found that his wife must give up her 
job to do the housework that Ketta’s 
useless hands were now unfit to do! 
At once he called in the priest to doc- 
tor them. | 

The priest paid no attention to his pa- 
tient’s pleadings and fierce struggles 
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against his cuttings and burnings. When 
his “cure” was finished, her fingers were 
torn and twisted. 

Months passed. Unable to use her 
hands, Ketta was no longer a busy lit- 
tle housekeeper. Helpless and heart- 
broken, the love she once had for Dirsu 
had turned to hate. “He stole and lied, 
and had to take his punishment,” she 
would bitterly complain. 

“A no-good burden she is to us,” 
growled Pakasham. And he promptly 
gave his consent when Sakina’s mother 
asked him to let her attend the Ameri- 
can Mission School for Girls with her 
daughter. 

But Ketta rebelled. “The girls will 
laugh at my ugly hands. They will 
make fun of me because I can’t do things 
they can do,” she moaned. And when 


. her father made her go, she was just as 


unhappy and surly at school as she had 
been at home. 

“Here at our school we try to help 
each other,” explained Miss Harvey, the 
motherly headmistress. “Now let us 
help you, and’ you shall help us.” But 
Ketta refused even to listen. 

When Christmas time came, and the 
other girls were busy, making little gifts 
and pretty decorations, which Ketta 
could not make, she was more miserable 
than ever. And the lovely stories of 
the birth of Jesus, the angel messengers, 
and the guiding star of Bethlehem — 
these seemed to mean nothing to her. 

It was Christmas Eve. The mission 
compound was in darkness, except for a 
light in Miss Harvey’s bungalow, where 
the laughing, happy girls were having 
a final rehearsal of their Christmas en- 
tertainment. Only Ketta was missing, 
for she had refused to be on the pro- 
gram. Lonely and miserable, she sat 
brooding in her dormitory. “I hate this 
school. I hate my home. And that Dirsu 
—how I hate him. I hate all of life,” 
she muttered to herself. “Oh, why 
should I have to suffer for the sins of 
someone else?” 

Then a sudden thought flashed into 
her mind. “I'll do it! I'll do it now!” 
she said fiercely. Quickly she arose, 
and cautiously she crept through the 
darkness till she reached the open mis- 
sion well. 

“It'll soon be over,” she whispered. 
But as she looked down into the deep, 
cold water, a wave of self-pity swept 
over her. “Who will care?” she ques- 
tioned bitterly. “Oh, if only the Jesus 
God of the Christians would care and 
help me! But how can He, when He’s 
so far, far away beyond the sky?” 

With tear-filled eyes she looked long- 
ingly upward— upward where, against 
the southern horizon, shone a cross—a 
star-formed cross—the glorious South- 
ern Cross. With outstretched, inviting 
arms it stood, while a gentle inner Voice 
breathed familiar words to the desper- 
ate girl: “He bearing his cross went 
forth . . . they crucified him.— He was 
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‘THE’ CHRISTMAS BOOK 


There has never been another 
Chris book like this. It dram- 
atizes e Greatest Story in the 
World, by relating the Nativity 


“As the Shepherds Saw It” 


sBy William T. Ellis 
traveller who knows the Bible and Bible land 
usages makes the Bethlehem story live again. 
Mg Ellis’ story does for the shepherds what 
Dr. Van Dyke's story, “The Other Wise Man,” 
did for the three followers of the star. It de- 
serves a place in our library along ‘with that 
little classic.” —Christian Observer. 
Published by 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY Boston 16, Mass. 
78 CENTS 


On sale by the Times Book Service, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa., and all bookstores. 
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Serving Your Colored Neighbors 


Negroes are at the crossroads. Are 
Christians going to give them sound 
Bible teaching or do nothing while 
Communists win their loyalty? 
Prayer Helpers Wanted. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Box3 Atlanta, Georgia 
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Christian Young People 
You should attend accredited schools 
of higher learning to prepare for serv- 
ice to Jesus Christ in ‘educational, 
professional, and other occupations. 


For free council address: 


The Inter-Collegiate Gospel Fellowship, 


INCORPORATED 








-_--eeeeeeeeerereerewevrewvwvwyw 














- ry 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION for 
JEWISH EVANGELISM, Inc. 


A new testimony to Israel, operating 
in a field of desperate need and 
prophetic timeliness, under a nation- 
wide Board and Advisory Council, 


Dr. Hyman 4, Appeiman, President 
Or. M. A. irenside, Chairman of Council 
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¢ Insist on the ORIGINAL 
Forty-seven years’ Supremacy. 
Never equalled. Condensed 
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Flexible Binding. 50c Postpaid 


F. H. REVELL CO. 158 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N.Y. 
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Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 


A practical program of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by ill offerings. 

Send for free illustrated Quar- 
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 
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please mention The Sunday School Times? 





WANTED: PRAYER HELPERS 


We believe that the power and effectiveness 
of our school will be increased as more 
people pray for us. 
We will send the Doorstep Evangel, a four- 
page monthly, to you regularly if you 
will put us on your prayer list. Write today. 


IULTNOMAH 


School of the 


BIBLE 


Willard M. Aldrich, Th.D., President 


B. B. SUTCLIFFE, D.D. JOHN @. MITCHELL, D.D. 
Chairman of Trustee Board Vice President 


702 N. E. Multnomah $t., Portland 12, Oregon 


TIME IS SHORT! 
Doors Are Closing 


South America is “white unto har- 
vest."’ Millions of souls will perish 
unless the message of Salvation is 
taken to them by means of the printed 

Word. The Brazilian’ Christian Mission 
is touching every Spanish and Portuguese 
speaking country for Christ, getting out the Word 
in tracts, Gospels, Bibles, and Colportage books. 
A three-story Gospel printing establishment is now 
under construction. Much equipment will be needed. 
Plans are being laid to distribute much of this 
literature from the skies by plane. 


FUNDS ARE NEEDED NOW! ~ 
Will you help? Send for a free copy of the MISSION 
OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD to Home Sec- 
retary, Miss Nell Macy, 729 Brown-Marx Building, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 




















THE BRAZILIAN CHRISTIAN MISSION 
A Fundamental Faith Work 
F. Paul Peterson, Field Director, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
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wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities.—-Behold my 
hands.” 4 

Softly as the coming of morning, the 
marvelous truth dawned in Ketta’s 
heart: for her sins His hands were 
pierced; for her sins He died. 

“Jesus! Jesus, my Saviour!” she 
breathed. Then, with such joy as she 
never dreamed could be, she knelt in 
the beauty of her “Christmas Stars.” 
And there, in their soft glow, she of- 
fered to her Lord herself, and even her 
wounded hands. 

Newark, N. J. we 


A New Heresy in the Christian 
Church 


(Continued from page 1156) 


rection of Christ to be true historically. 
He states that the risen Christ was seen 
of Cephas, then of the twelve, then of 
above five hundred brethren at once, 
and last of all of himself. “If Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, 
and your faith is also vain” (1 Cor. 15: 
14). And again, “And if Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). 

God’s estimate of the value of the 
words of Scripture may be seen from 
His solemn warning concerning the Book 
of Revelation. “For I testify unto every 
man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man shall 
add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book: and Af any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city; and from the things which are 
written in this book” (22:18, 19). 

Some will argue that Christian young 
men who are well grounded in the faith 
will be benefited by listening to pro- 
fessors who do not believe the whole 
Bible, and who present the findings of 
higher criticism in a favorable light. 
They believe that in this Way the stu- 
dents become familiar with it and are 
better able to combat it. But this is a 
fallacious argument. ‘In the first place, 
there is always the possibility that the 
students may not be able to resist the 
clever arguments of those who teach that 
certain parts of the Bible are not true, 
and that their faith will be undermined. 
In the Second place, as Paul said to Tim- 
othy, they are to “preach the word.” 
They attend a seminary to be better 
qualified to do this. Men who deny the 
words of Scripture as the words of the 
Holy Spirit place the Bible on a natural 
plane. “But the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, becausé they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). The 
natural man cannot know or teach the 
deep things of God; for the apostle says 
they can be known only by the Holy 
Spirit of God. And surely the Holy 
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Spirit can reveal His only as one 
accepts His Word. One.might as soon 
expect to get a proper training in 
medicine and surgery from a Chris- 
tian Science practitioner as a_ cor- 
rect knowledge of the deep things of 
God from one who does not believe His 
Word. 

What shall we say of the deplorable 
lethargy of our day? Why should we 
advise young men, who are just enter- 
ing the Gospel ministry and who will 
minister to the coming generation, to 
get their training in an institution where 
teachers are injecting into their minds 
questions concerning the authenticity of 
Scripture? Such insinuations concerning 
Scripture began in the garden of Eden, 
when the tempter said to the woman, 
“Yea, hath God said?” And he tried the 
same tactics with our Lord Jesus when 
he tested Him in the desert and said, “If 
thou be the Son of God...” Why 
should sound people put the stamp of 
their approval upon such institutions by 
supporting them and sending their young 
men to them? Should they not rather 
be obedient to the words of the Holy 
Spirit, “Let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity?” (2 
Tim. 2:19.) 

ye a 


The Bible Institute of 
Pennsylvania Advances 


HE large, newly acquired building 

of the Bible Institute of Pennsyl- 
vania, at 15th and Race Sts., Philadel- 
phia, was formally dedicated on No- 
vember 7. Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, well- 
known: Christian leader and pastor of 
the historic Park Street Church of Bos- 
ten, was the chief speaker. 

With the acquisition of the new build- 
ing, the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 
was able to double its capacity for serv- 
ice. Nevertheless, this fall’s resident 
enrollment —the largest on record— 
taxed the school’s resources to over- 
flowing. 

Tne Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 
was founded by the Rev. W. W. Rugh, 
thirty-three years ago, as a work of 
faith. His purpose was to provide a 
school where the Bible was taught as 
the whole Word of God and where stu- 
dents might study tuition-free. Courses 
include General Bible Study, Christian 
Education, and a new course in 
Missionary Medicine, giving practical 
instruction in. nursing and medicine. 
From a humble beginning with two 
pupils in a little room (by an odd co- 
incidence just across the street from the 
institute’s present location), this inter- 
denominational work has grown to its 
present large enrollment of over 500 
students. The school is mainly sup- 
ported by voluntary gifts. 

The Rev. William A. Mierop is presi- 
dent of the institute, Dr. Arthur B. 
Whiting, dean, and Herbert C. Heb- 
sacker is secretary-treasurer. 
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fésson for December 29 


The dedication of the new building 
also marked the_opening of a campaign 
to raise funds to supply the growing 
needs of the institute. J. Willison Smith, 
Jr., Esq., general chairman of the cam- 
paign, outlined the program and said 
that “a goal of $150,000 has been set for 
May 7, 1947.”. The campaign ‘has four 
objectives: (1) Liquidating the mort- 
gage, and completing the work of alter- 
ation which has been very extensive; 
(2) acquiring new books and stacks for 
the institute’s library and additional 
equipment to increase the effectiveness 
of the teaching; (3) endowing scholar- 
ships to enable deserving students to 
live at the school board-free; (4) ar- 
ranging additional dormitory and chapel 
space that more may be served. 


Almost in Despair 
(Continued from second page) 


joy and victory apart from daily com- 
munion with the Lord in Bible study 
and prayer. Above all things, do not 
stay in your despair, but look away to 
Him. “He shall not fail nor be discour- 
aged” (Isa. 42:4). “And the Lord, he it 
is that doth go before thee; he will be 
with thee, he will not fail thee, neither 
forsake thee: fear not, neither be dis- 
mayed” (Deut. 31:8). 

In addition to all that I have said, 
there is also the truth of “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). What 
a glorious thing it is to know that our 
loving Saviour, who lived on earth as 
we do and who “was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin,” 
and who overcame Satan at every point, 
finally triumphing over him in His death 
and resurrection, now lives within every 
believer by His Spirit! Thus we can 
say, “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 
Satan is mighty, and his temptations are 
many and furious, but his Conqueror 
lives within us. I have urged you, as a 
practical matter, to read and rest upon 
the Word of God. Now won’t you stand 
upon this great fact, so clearly taught 
in the Scripture, that: 

Christ liveth in me, 
Christ liveth in me, 


Oh ! what a salvation this, 
That Christ liveth in me. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 29 
Learning Through the Years 
(Luke 2:39, 40; 2 Tim. 2:15) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 


NE of the strangest twists 6f human 
personality is the one that permits 
an individual to go through experience 
after experience without learning any- 


dik GunieaY Senbbk Finke 


thing new. A story is told of a wood- 
worker who was using a power saw. 
While feeding a piece of wood into the 
saw, he permitted his thumb to come in 
contact with the rapidly moving saw 
teeth, and, in consequence, the thumb 
was severed from his hand. As he danced 
about the shop, holding his hand and 
shouting loudly, the foreman came rush- 
ing up to find out what was the matter. 

“Why,” explained the man, “I was 
yoost sawing a piece of wood, like dis, 
and — Oops, dere goes annoder one!” he 
screamed as another finger came in con- 
tact with the saw. 
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Now on Mondays 
ABC NETWORK 
Hear the favorite hymns 
of famous people, and 


your own favorites, too... on 


“CLUB TIME” 


Presented by the Makers of 
CLUB ALUMINUM 


Hammercraft Waterless Cookware 











Books), 






A Book of Protestant Saints 
BY ERNEST GORDON 

This collection of pen por- 
traits, interestingly written, 
contains brief biographies of 
saintly men and women of 
modern times, who gained 
real victory in their lives. 
Most of them are unknown 
to American Christians. 376 
pages; cloth cover. $2.50 


Order now from 
your local bookstore 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 
Open throughout year 
Please refer to this ad 


TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


BE ARMED WITH TRACTS 


Gospel tracts on almost every 
subject — 1,000 to choose 
from. Send 25 cents for 8-oz. 
assortment, or $1 for 2-lb. as- 
sortment. Catalog of books, 
tracts, literature and novelties 
sent FREE. 





OSTERHUS PUBLISHING CO. 
4500 W. Broadway Minneapolis 12, Minn. 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School times. 


Old Fashioned Revival 











WMeordy Bible Institute 


“An interdenominational, tvition-free Bible 
school, training men and women for all 
types of Christian service, Seven courses. e 
Write for details Dept. § 1036 

153 INSTITUTE PLACE @ CHICAGO 10 } 
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We smile at this somewhat exagger- 
ated stupidity on the part of the wood- 
worker, and yet we do not have to look 
far to find those who have come in con- 
tact with the buzz saw of life, and have 
gained so little experience that they are 
unable to avoid repeated tragedies. The 
first chapter of Romans tells us of men 
who have missed the teaching that is 
all about them in creation, and which 
should point to an almighty and all- 
wise Creator. It is not very unusual 
to have folks try to tell us that the won- 
ders of nature and life have come about 
through evolution, or through chance. 
It is possible, even for Christians, some- 
times, to miss the lessons God has for 
us in every day life, and through daily 
experience. It is fitting, therefore, that 
we pause on the threshold of a new year 


to ask ourselves what we have learned ° 


thus far. 
oe 


Our first Scripture lesson points us to 
the fact that the Lord Jesus, when He 
came to this earth as a little child, so 
identified Himself with man, that He 
passed through the experience of growth 
in wisdom and knowledge. Thus He 
became our example in learning as well 
as in all other things. He submitted 
Himself to the Father completely and 
perfectly in order that God might pour 
into Him the fullness of the Spirit and 
thus direct His every word and act. 


4 
Our second Scripture lesson shows us 
that learning demands something more 
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than a mere passive willingness to be 
taught. It requires thought and study. 
However, what we think about, and what 
we study is of supreme importance. 


In Colossians 2:3 we learn that in God 
the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ 
are “hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.’ Of first importance in our 
study, therefore, will be God’s Word, 
which is His revelation to man of His 
wisdom and knowledge. The “blessed” 
man of Psalm 1 is characterized by his 
meditation day and night in the law of 
the Lord (v. 2). In Psalm 19:7, we learn 
that “the law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul: the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple,” 
and in Psalm 119:130 we read, “The 
entrance of thy words giveth light; it 
giveth understanding unto the simple.” 


Only in the light of God’s Word can 
our daily experiences be rightly inter- 
preted so that we may learn the lessons 
God would teach us. Can you truthfully 
say that you know God’s Word better at 
the close of this year than you did at 
the beginning? Has it helped you to un- 
derstand better the experiences through 
which you have passed this past year? 
Has it brought to you a deeper under- 
standing. of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
a closer fellowship with Him? Has it 
created in your heart a greater concern 
for the lost? Has it given a deeper 
knowledge from which to speak to them 
about the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Some of us have undoubtedly been go- 
ing through difficult and puzzling ex- 
periences in 1946. Have we been satis- 
fied merely to cry out, “Why? Why?” 
Or have we been “exercised” (Heb. 12: 
7-11) to search the Scriptures and to 
ask God to show us what He wants us 
to learn from these experiences, and 
thus to make real to us ‘the “all things” 
of Romans 8:28? 

PHILADELPHIA. w 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





- Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 23 to 31 

Mon.—1 Corinthians 13:1-13. 
The Greatest-Is Love. 
Prayer Succestions: “The greatest of 
these is love.” Love is the greatest 
virtue in earth and Heaven. Its expres- 
sions here are too few and too far be- 
low what God desires they shall be in 
all the life of His people. Earth’s great- 
est virtue is love. The infinite, inex- 
pressible love of Christ unfolded to us 
in His birth, life, death, resurrection, 
ascension, and ministry in Heaven needs 
to be more known and felt by all be- 
lievers. How we feel and act about the 
love of Christ reveals our state in grace. 
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Pray that you may “ave more of His 
love in your heart, and manifestations of 
it in your life. 
Tues.—Matthew 2:1-12. c 
The Gifts of the Wise Men. 

Prayer Succestions: “They presented 
unto him gifts; gold, ahd frankincense, 
and myrrh.” Gifts of wise men, then and 
now, must be considered as very pleas- 
ing to God. Why is it that so many whg 
have “this world’s good” are so unwill- 
ing to part with it for the advancement 
of God’s cause? Of this we are sure, 
that only God-touched hearts will loosen 
purse strings. For His dear sake, let 
us give our souls to Him, as gold re- 
fined; our praise as frankincense rare, 
and our sufferings for conscience and 
righteousness sake as myrrh. What rich 
gifts do you bring to your King? Pray 
that you may not withhold from~ Him 
the gifts His love has given. 
Wed.—Romans 10:16-20. 

Hearken to the Glad Tidings. 

Prayer Succestions: “They have not 
all obeyed the gospel.” Deaf ears are 
still turned to the word of salvation. 
Some never will hear the Gospel; but 
. there is something else they will notice 
(1 Pet. 3:1). Many more hear only a 
terribly faulty gospel. Millions hear 
only a false gospel. The hope of man- 
kind for salvation lies in the preaching 
of the Gospel with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from Heaven. When the Holy 
Ghost has His man, and that man has 
God’s pure message, sinners will be con- 
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victed and converted as of old. Pray 
for thousands of young preachers who 
will live the Gospel and preach the Gos- 
pel like the youths God used to inaugu- 
rate the Great Awakening and Old-Time 
Revivals. 
Thurs.—Acts 28:23-31. Paul Preaches in Rome. 

Prayer Succestions: “Some believed 
the things which were spoken, and some 
believed not.” Paul’s ministry at Rome 
was God-planned, prayed down, and 
greatly honored of God. How well he 
succeeded is intimated in Romans 15: 
29 with 1:9-13, and Philippians 1:12-14 
(please read). When a minister has 
God’s providence and his  people’s 
prayers he is sure to be fruitful. Paul 
preaches no more in the flesh; but Paul- 
ine preachers who say, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” are needed now 
as the. early church needed him. Pray 
for a “new crop” of Spirit-filled 
preachers, 
Fri—John 9:18-25. A Witness for Christ. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “One thing I 
know, that, whereas I was blind, now I 
see.” A good witness for Christ does 
not require anymore oratory than a 
good prayer. Our testimony and our 
prayers are acceptable only because they 
are truth from the heart. The man 
whose eyes were opened by the Lord, 
and all others whose spiritual eyes are 
thus opened, have an “I know” testi- 
mony. What you know Christ has done 
for you puts the glow in your testimony 
for Him. Pray for more good witness 
for the Lord. 
Sat.—Romans 10:11-15. 

Spreading the Giaa’ Tidings. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings 
of good things!” The Gospel was never 
intended to be like a keepsake. Like 
water, wanted by famishing people, and 
food by the starving, and-light by them 
that sit in the darkness and shadow of 
death, thus the Gospel is needed by the 
souls of men. Does your brand of the 
Gospel make your feet swift and beau- 
tiful for Christ? If not; it may mean 
that you have taken a false brand of 
Christianity. Pray for more willing’ 
hearts and obedient feet in the cause of 
Christ. 
Sun.—Romans 1:13-17. Debt to All Men. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “I am debtor.” 
Many professing Christians seem to have 
what the mission man called “a gospel 
that says ‘gimme’ instead of the Gospel 
that says ‘go.’” Paul and the churches 
he founded all had “every creature” in 
mind. The Gospel is for all, as Christ’s 
blood was shed for all. In the latter 
day church, as in the early church, every 
Christian must be a missionary to some- 
body in order to get the Gospel to every- 
body. Do you feel your debt to the 
unsaved? What are you doing to pay 
your obligation? Pray for a greater bur- 
den for the souls of men. 
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Monthly Publication, ‘The Bible Today” 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 


WASHINGTON 


BIBLE INSTITUTE / 
George A. Miles, President 
A Three-Year General Bible Course. 
New students accepted 
Spring semester begins January 27, 1947 
Write for catalogue 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 


“The Word at Work” 


Y¥ and old alike; the sick and disabled re- 
ceive ‘s printed ed Word FREE by pledging to 
sead @ chapter of the Testament each day. 








National Headquarters 
The Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Ine. 
710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


This work is made possible through your prayers 
and financial support. 
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India’s population is increasing faster than it is 
being evangelized. Countries under Rontanist dom- 
ination are becoming harder and harder for 


missionaries to enter... 


BUT! 
@ The Lord is raising up a standard in behalf of 
the church of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


e. Christian confidence is beginning to rally “round 
fundamental missionaries; 

e@ Conservative Baptist churches rejoice to see 
their ranks anded to 114 missionarieé, their 
contributing churches mounting toward 1200, 
and open doors, now, to 9 fields. 

THIS, together with what other evangelicals are ; 

doing, is only a partial answer to the tremendous i 

problem. ; 

WHAT IS THE FULL! ANSWER? 


Every born-again Christian fulfilling his responsibility in obeying the 
Great Commission! 
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